
As the month of August closed and September began, the volunteers of the 96th Lake Superior 

Regiment were transported to Valcartier, Quebec for military training.  The men from the 

Lakehead were joined by other volunteers from all over Canada to create the First Contingent of 

the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF).  Twin City newspapers reported the great progress 

the men from Lakehead were making as they readied themselves for overseas travel across the 

Atlantic Ocean to Europe.  

    

The Canadian Expeditionary Force also continued the recruitment of the Second Contingent of 

soldiers during the month of September for both for Home Guard, which protects key industries 

in the Lakehead and for training to be sent overseas to the battle front. The 96th Lake Superior 

Regiment began actively calling for new volunteers to join the ranks in which the men of the 

Lakehead answered with enthusiasm.  

 

Nearing the end of September the Port Arthur News Chronicle reported that 16 men from the 

Machine Gun Detachment of the 96th Lake Superior Regiment left the Lakehead to join their 

peers in the First Contingent already training in Val Cartier.  The squad left to the cheering of 

thousands and the Board of Trade presented each man with $5.00 as they left to join their fellow 

soldiers to embark for Europe.  

Interestingly, with the threat of potential German sabotage looming over Port Arthur and Fort 

William, many citizens began reporting sightings of mysterious unidentified aircraft. These 
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sightings were never substantiated and while some were explained away, many people were 

adamant with what they witnessed. 

 

Also in September, the Patriotic Fund organizations of both cities began taking shape and called 

on all citizens of the Lakehead to energetically assist with contributions and aid in many ways.  
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