
Victory Loan Advertising 

 The Victory Loan campaigns were so successful because of the intense advertising 

campaigns that occurred before and during the campaigns. These advertisements played on many 

of the fears that people at home had during the war. Also, they used sympathy as another way of 

gaining money. There are advertisements which use children to play on the sympathies of 

parents and gain more funding.1 Also, there are advertisements which play on people’s fears of 

factories closing and loss of jobs. Some of these warn that without the Victory Loan campaign 

that factories will close, industries will suffer and farmers would be unable to sell their products.2 

“Canada’s Prosperity Rests with YOU,” is the slogan of one ad during the 1919 campaign. This 

ad warns that without the Victory Loan the large orders that Britain, France and Belgium are 

ready to place not be given to Canada, thus businesses will close and wages will drop even 

though the war was successfully won.3 

 The advertising campaigns also used slogans like “strike another blow for freedom!”4 

This was used to influence citizens by making their contributions seem to have an immediate and 

direct impact on the outcome of the war. They were made to seem as though there was no 

difference between monetary support and fighting. There are also ads which use the sacrifice of 

soldiers overseas to try and gain sympathy and donations. “For your Tomorrow they gave their 

Today,” is one of the slogans which would have resonated deeply, it asks the question if the 

people at home and alive are doing all that they can.5 It questions their relative safety and, makes 

those who have lost men overseas want to donate more. 

                                                 
1 Port Arthur Daily News, November 8, 1918, page 2. 
2 Fort William Daily Times Journal, October 29, 1918, page 5. 
3 Fort William Daily Times Journal, October 10, 1919, page 13. 
4 Fort William Daily Times Journal, November 24, 1917. 
5 Fort William Daily Times Journal, November 2, 1918. 



 The 1918 and 1919 campaigns used the need to bring the men back home as one of the 

strong points of advertising. This technique would have resonated with all Canadians. Everyone 

had a relative or a friend who had gone overseas, whether they survived, all Canadians would 

have felt the need to bring everyone home quickly and with as little delay as possible. They did 

not want to have to wait any longer than necessary to see their loved ones or others be able to see 

theirs.6 They also used the need to care for wounded soldiers as motivation for donating during 

the 1919 campaign. This was an effective method since many soldiers coming home were 

wounded if not physically, mentally. No one would have wanted to begrudge the soldiers who 

had fought for them, good care now that they had returned home.7 

 

                                                 
6 Fort William Daily Times Journal, October 3, 1919, page 8. 
7 Fort William Daily Times Journal, October 27, 1919, page 9 and "All research through the local 

newspapers and archives done by Jesse Roberts of the Thunder Bay Public Library. If you wish to learn more about 

Victory Loans, look for the forthcoming book by David Roberts, Boosters, Barkers and Spielers: The Selling of 

Canada's Public War Loans: 1914-19.” 
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