The Patriotic Fund Introduction: From Canadians for Canadians

The Patriotic Fund played an important role in the First World War for the women left
behind on the home front. The money was used for the wives, mothers, sisters, daughters etc. of
men who had gone off to fight. It was used to supplement the income they received from their
soldiers so that they could live at least comfortably. The average wage for Canadian men fighting
in the First World War was $1.10 a day, too little for one man to live on, never mind a family.*
One dollar in 1914 is the equivalent of approximately twenty-four dollars in 2016. The low
wages and the loss of the primary caregiver is the reason the Patriotic Fund was reborn. It was a
charity that had begun during the War of 1812, was used in the Crimean War and the Boer War
before the First World War.

The Patriotic Fund was used to meet the need for pensions, family support and medical
care as well as provide for widows and orphans of the war.? There were questions during the
First World as to the fund spending methods and the methods it used to tracked the recipients of
the money. The fund was administrated by the public, generally wealthier, older women, who
reprimanded individuals they felt were not living well.® However, despite all of this by 1916 the
fund was supporting 55, 000 families across Canada.* These cases were all investigated and all
cases would continue to be investigated throughout the war to ensure citizens were only getting
the amount of aid they needed.

The fund was well received by the Canadian public who immediately began

donating and continued to do so, throughout the war to help those in their communities.
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Employees of big companies were encouraged to give a day’s pay to the fund.® In Fort William,
employees of the Kam Power Company gave a day’s pay to help start a Patriotic Fund.® There
were patriotic events held across Canada in support of the fund and women and men alike did
what they could to help their neighbours. There were teas, dances, knitting clubs, movies and
more held weekly across the country; Fort William and Port Arthur were no different.” The
Patriotic Fund continued to receive support throughout the war, although it would have to
contend with other groups who were also looking for donations.

There have been recorded concerns and complaints about the Patriotic Fund. Two of the
largest complaints about the Patriotic Fund, were the way in which money was given to
deserving women and how the fund decided who was deserving. The Patriotic Fund was not run
by the government and relied on volunteer societies in each community to investigate cases of
need and decide on their level of need. However, these volunteers were known to stop giving
women the money if they behaved in unfitting ways, i.e. getting pregnant while their husband
was overseas, or spending money carelessly. This made the Fund undemocratic and not an
efficient system because there was no governing body checking in on the volunteers.®

Also, the Fund had a hard time, initially, deciding on who received payments. It began
with only supporting wives and children but there were soon complaints from mothers who were
reliant on sons, as well as sisters reliant on brothers. The Patriotic Fund needed to adapt to meet
these needs and, have a way to track legitimate and illegitimate claims. This fell to the

volunteers, since they lived in the same community as the soldiers and their families, they would
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know if a claim was legitimate.®

® Desmond Morton, Fight or Pay, 99-103, “All Cases of Help to Be Investigated,” Port Arthur Daily News
Chronicle, November 17, 1914, page 1 and “Patriotic Society is Caring for All Cases,” Fort William Daily Times
Journal, December 21, 1914, page 2.
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TRYING T0 WORK
PATRIOTIC FUND

SUNIE OF MOMT AUTHUVI'S POELC.
LATION SEEM PAIRTICULARLY
ANXNIOLS O BIARE 1IN THE
CILAKITY BISTHRILTION,

WIAT ThHeE COoMMITTEE FOUND
LT AT ONED MAXN AT
AL INVESTIWATING nis
UARE,

ol Porn Avkir's foroign popuain-
Plonm dlsplaved s much yosourso ol
ipenuity v goiting work nmd saving
Penes ae senee of them do in thelr at-
pemipds e Velip wie over” on the
pitdnds of the oflys aueiotie and re-
et D, thes waould not need  bul
very  hinde el dmring the winber
:“nu."!.s. Mareie ds gelie l"mll'll,lh"-

Tumey Clinkhy, Hving ad B HButtan 8t
wend Lo i aflicinds wf e relied fund
il pst e o pltinble tbe of misery
ol s, CHemd Gokdd Uheini i bide ghilee

wiy fhat some good  people allowed
B Lee sleip ek Bicele shoek ot the |
Topek of thieh e Bose af 8@ Mutian sieect )
corkik B0 e Bowed T comtl gel wos whiat
thes sl ol bols v B, Tle gald
P ol e et work amal hagd Bt
Bk ot il for o leng thie,

Tony kol the park  FHe wad
dhrossed 10 ol ol poor elotling il
Vil e v eo wmil nnner auite -
el dhe velbel Tuidd officind=  thal
Piwe wwens i arenubne i ey there-
P v i pome sHehl assistinnee,
tenad i To Dedp bbme st forkher aifts
or imvestigntioen,

Upwitn investbgondlon, it b said, Tony
wiois Fomnnnd gk wnaky g e the owner wil
Pl Drossesee gl Dot wproonn whideh wias e
shiek in widel Bhe “Eoail peenie”
were mllowing him e e, bat e
T Binokkew B Bl bamk, oy, 0t e
el Rl ihe bwoese rentod to dhe
Sl peeepde” owho luod s=hewn T
caar iy, nted Hved b e shoek  ond
divssedll  poorly o order L Tiosdwink
the eflelnd= o eharge of the vliy's
vellef Tual,

Abt e case was bronght Lo Nigh
ihe obher aloy, wiwn (wa Aastrions
paking  before Mreo o M, Medlovers
for registeation put ope o story abonl,
ORG meney,  nee werk” U hadng
perchial ey wore fowial  bie Basth
vy posubsl gt bl =ummes ol maekiey |F
ithelr ghrkels




BRAVO, PORT ARTHUR |
i S ——

8o fur suecess hos rewarded the
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FOR PATIRIOTIC FUND
———

Uine dlay'a pay from each of  the
toeal cmployer  of  the Ko Power
company,  wpether  with o donition
from the head offlee, tolaling $1700,
e been fuencil over ta Mayer Young
by Laesl Monmger 1Hed as a stard for
a patriotie fund in Part Willlam,




I}

Ed
l
|
|
!
P

mmmmw
_Will Raise Two Hundred

MONTREAL., Aug. 288—The directors
of the Casadian Pifiﬂf railway, ﬁ:d -
sesday morning voled $100,900 to she
Cansdian matiopal patriotic fund. 1t
Ili expecied that the emplioves of the |-
{rcad =il givé a tull day's pay, sgkre
 gating another $100000, s Bir Thom:
a8 Shaughnessy, president of the Can-

| niiln Pacilic, bas requested this.

~The Canpda Supar Refinery has vot-
l:d $10,000 to thaTind.

Other cpntributions to the fund to-
day were $20,000 from jhe imperial
| Tobacto company, and 319600 from
the Montredl Light, Heat and Power

| compapy.
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- THE PATRIOTIC FUND -
- NOW NEARING $4,000.00

Previously donated ... $3166.10
A, Faulkner . '

........ . 200
A Friend ...... e G L 1.00 -
B. Goldike . ...... . .0 .. .00
Mary | L..Black .... . 4800
Mra. Sinfeld .. ... . ..  12.00
Mre. H. Ashly .. ... ..., 5.00
J. A. Cranston ..... .. 5.00
Defia Smith S R 7.00
Mrs. H. Brown ... .. . 1.00

Total




| PATRIOTIC -FUND

The fellowlng 18 4 complete list of
donitions o the Fort Willaan ' patrio-
tie fupd Lo date:

Oscar Hudson Co. .......... % 2500
Corona theater concert ...... 21605
| The Nordeau club ......0ee0  TLTO
;Gen. H. Riegger ......eve... 100,00
B oA e s s R A R S 5.0
!0, Hodgson .....coveenceeess 2,50
(RooM Mahon L.l 2.00
B SRR W R T T I G o L 3.00
Geo. A, Graham . ..,......... 120000
{Jas. Murphy ...... ceeieeaa.s 120003

-

A. May Walker .. ... ca 1.00
West Algona equal bmhapo i
ARBOCTatiON ..o [,{]-_.i}\}
ki s RANRIM: S snansissessis 2589

B, Nisby ooviiiiiiiieannee 25
Bi BRI 3 cavstivevanisses siad 15.00

A, BTk ..oavsvrarrens 500
.1’« C—uh-_-‘ ...... R E R N R 5-51}
M. Eomensolit ..uvovacisans 5.00 |
M. Kecefl .. ileeiivisinasanes * EG0
Bl Badem i sdeie e i 5.00 '

Mg MM e iassnresass @ 500
P. MCDOGIOr wosusevamiossans 3.00
A, ABdEl , carrverainm e 3.0
J. 4, Karam ..... daie e . 2.00)
CH. Wakem L.uviaenesrasanas 2.0
T.Jd: KArBmM . .oonieasnnasans 2.001

 Widow Abdou ....... P 1.00 |
'Fort William Opera Co. Ltd.. 171.60
L. Lyons . .o..asiie B CILW IS o+
A. Faulkner .......::s0 A 2.001

A Friend ......:- .= I 1.00
B, Goldtke ...... o =yl 5.00
Mary |. L. Black ... v qesss- 48.00
Mrs. Sindeld .o iadaiiaias 12.00
Mra. H. Ashly uoviiinrnenias 5.00
1J A, Cranstdn . ..cecceesnges 5.
'Delia SMith .. vovnsraecrnras 7
iMrs. H. Brown .....ce0eeuus 1
aw- Faulkner ......civesssssss 12
T, G, Jones . cisinsinsinsna i 20

Ohlgreen Bros, e s 5.00-
i'urlu King ..., 3.00
E. A, Conrad ..%5%..ccnuasaes 1800
L! Tessiman .. ..... satenans A 12.00

[4. A, McDonald .....0...0...  5.00)
W. Millar . B B TPt O R €.00
NE GCole . iviirianasssnen o BOO

A, J. Borehdm ...cceessnsrses 800 |
Wm. Hind sedvavgnpuraane 10D
Wm. Webster ........0000000 2400
Rex Theater :.....i.sesasssn 16050
| Kam Power Co. ..... cnswans 1000:.00
| mam Power Co. employes .... 458.B4
{E. K. ANdTEWSE ... i i A00
Mei, Baddey Vit e R . 1600
Johvp DL Nishal oo iiiii o 30.00
Schelars of  Fort  Wilham  public
v schealy— .
| Central scheol ........:i... 3673
Drew street school ....... 22

Francis street schoal ..... 1557
[ * Franklin street -scheoel ... 15.3)

lsabriia street schosk ..... 11.3¢
Coden aihool .. .. 5,80
Wayiand schacl ... e R
M, H. Braden AT T 5000

PAES M, O'BTIEn s issssarars €0.00

e e FATELRE e v wmnvnnns . 1300
MeKeilar Bros. ...oiicooiaes 0 TNOO
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L.-Jh..ll‘l H:Lﬁrrﬂ e e 500 ;
Gec. M. Wiliameen ... ... .00
|Lodge ~Geseral Wolfe,7 Sons. |
e rah  ERalEM L ey 500
CAL Blalr e e R e 00
A, M. Fpgtertson... .2 bifts. Fotatoss
B C. MOURE ic.asarninrress SOOLD

Theos Morder ... ......i+5- . 3.00
(Mir and Med P, H. B, Dzwecn 5050
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mn'm | ® 3}
For Local Reguirements. |

The commitiee in charge of the
women's patriotic fund wish it to be
expressly understood that all receipts
from the sale of badges, donatlons
from societies or private parties, will
be used exclusively for local emergen-
cies. All the supplies, even the rib-
bon for making up the badges, will be
purchased from our own merchants|
and every ocent will be used for the
benafit of Fort Willlam, and those re-)
slding here who through conditions
brought about by the war, have a
clelm on the services to which the
funde are to be devoted. The badges
have been selling at 25 cents each, but
there is a great demand for the patri-
otlec emblem that means & contriou-
tion to the fund, that leas expensive
onesd will be made up when the pre-
sent supply I8 exhausted, the new
ones (o séll at ten cents each.

e,




PATRIOTIC FUND HAS
REACHED $233.940.00

OTTAWA, Enpt. 16.~—~The I‘ntlnwln:
subscriptions have been reecived by !
the minister of Anance, honorary t(ress- E
Ary (reasurer of the E"l.n.-ldtln patrio- |
tic Tund. :

Previously I-Ehlﬂ“l"ild[!ﬂ $1565.367.- |
18, Canadian patriotic fund :
tioa, transferred to Canadian patrio _
fuad per J. M. Courtuey, esg., treas-|
urer, debentures Hﬂmﬁlnﬁmh $35.- |
973.62; Lthe PFoundation company, im- |
ited, Mon 31,000; F, R, Hﬂtuun. '
+ U. 8 A, §500;

o o —— T —




{PATRIOTIC FUND IS T0 BE RMISED IN
| THE CITY FOR EXCLUSIVE PURPOSE OF |
| ASSISTING FAMILIES OF MEN AT WAR
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