Sock Teas

The women of Fort William began an interesting fundraising campaign to purchase socks
through chain teas at the beginning of 1915. The idea was that a woman would invite ten friends
to her house for tea and each guest would pay ten cents to come, ensuring the hostess received
one dollar. Furthermore, each guest who came made, by way of their acceptance, a promise to
also hold a tea. This chain of teas would then have raised ten dollars to be used towards buying
socks. The Women'’s Patriotic Auxiliary kept track of the teas held and the money donated.!

The sock teas were quite effective and in a month, had almost raised their goal of $100.
There were also other donations to the sock tea fund; a Mrs. Moffat donated $100 on her own,
which was immediately used to purchase socks to be sent to the front. The Women’s Patriotic
Auxiliary in Fort William was so successful that they received a letter from the officer in charge
of the 96" Regiment. The 96" Regiment was the regiment they were sending their proceeds to,
and they were very happy to receive the socks and wristlets for their men.? Socks were one of the
most common items soldiers required. This was due mostly to the various conditions they were
expected to fight in and having a clean pair of socks was important to prevent “trench-foot” and

gangrene from setting in.

! “Patriotic Chain of Teas,” Fort William Daily Times Journal, February 15, 1915, page 2.
2 “Women’s Patriotic Auxiliary Meeting,” Fort William Daily Times Journal, March 5, 1915, page 2.



07 Teas

Women of IMort. Willlam are rominds
il again that *“veur king aod yodr
| rountry nead you'" to knit gocks, and
1 ik im hoped: that oy “Qusan Bary'"
clain teng will bb ' ofgabired, The
' |method. ie thia: Yoo invite ten Inipads
and ecnth one Prys ten  conts, thus
makitg up a dollar at cach Hpah
‘ol the ten invitwd, guests, by her ac-
‘teptance pledgen lerséll to give an-|
other tea, therefore tem dollara to-,
| {warde the fund for buying =ocks will

be sevured. when the first toa 1s glhven,
These dollars afe to ba bagdml  to
Mr, Artbuwr Jarvis, wt (e Joperial
bank, and, It (B lioped that ebe liun-
drad dellare will be raised: in this sey
by Lhe time it i5 oested for the bale
to ba sent off In June for the sol-
disrs ot the front, by the women's
Ppririotic puxillnry. Aoy ooe tan glard
n chain of teas, hut tie ry of |
the auxillery, . Clara Todson,
ehould be notified of the [ntention
and m report should be made to the
seerotary by each one glving o fea,
In order that all names of persons !
helping in this weyr be recordsd in
‘the monthly reporta. At tho tea,.the
guesta may lndit. sndks © or do any
work thoy wish, bubt the chiel thing
ia to forge the chain and make up
i ben dollers for the buying fand
by menns of the ten cénle chorge Lo
#ach teg giest, atb the initial amd the
nire fofllowing teas moking up the
chain. The cup of ted atidl o wafér or
bread and bubler, are the regulatlon
refreshmends. Mra, T H. Warland
. giveds the amtond ten in Mrs, Cooh-
;! Fan'a chuin tomorrow aft®ioon. Whe
Cf wilk start the nemt tem dollurs: roll-
i Mg | .
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Women's Patriotic -
CAuzxilinry Meeting

Yesterdny afternoon e montlly
meetinr of 1 womsn's pateiotic
auxillary was keld o the publie lib-
ravy lecture room. The members!
proseml werc: . Are, G AL LI-!'D.h:_J.n'I.
pregident, Mra, ¥, AL Matheson, vica-
presigont; D, Olare Todson, socre-
tary; Mre. W, W, Birdsall, treasarer;

L UL WL Jdarvia, convenor of  tha
jenkding committee; Mra. W. Hind,
copcanor of tha I-UE'Nh‘I.E' coomilies,
Mrs. N, rigden wad Mrs, T. 3L, Pip-
e, Pl special sock Bund laes  aow
| remghied the sum of 375 ms p vesull
;wi”lhe chain teas. The $100 donated)
by M, Maofit 08 procesds of the
patrintic coocert in ihe Corong will)
e usel Lo purchiogs socks to be soot!
of Lo the front at oies, Four latn-
dered night shivts have been for-
wardedl direetly 1o the Hed Cross
spclety, Torouto, by  Mra, T. J.
Brggs, of Heron Bey, ond credited
to the Fert Willom  women's pot-
riotia auxiliary,

Forty pillows frem Marilles  wo-
men's isstitdte have been acknowl-
cihred Ty +the Copadian Hed Cross
apomoty, aE P women' s ausxiliary,
Fort Willian,

- The following letter was reesividd
irom the offiter- 6 charge of the Béth
roglment by Mus, G, A, Graboem

- Irenr Madawm 3
I huve the hobor to thenk yoo for
134 pairs of socke and G5 pairs  of
wristlets. which wil be distributed
I accordanee with your regquest, to
the men who hove vwojunteerad for
GVETsCE sarvienr aml are at preseat
mobilised in Fort William.
~ Thie i3 a most kindly oot on the
part ol yoursell and the association
‘wrhich you represent, and I can  as-
sure you, on behell of the men, that
it is very much apppreciated, [ have
the honor “to’ be, Madam,
Your obegient servant,
J. A LITTLE,
Lieutenont-colonel,

Mrs, G0 W, Jarvis presented o e
port ‘aml subinitied the names of
fdonors for the third contingent: Mra,
Camueron, flity cents” worth of wool;
Mi=p Hprouls, one peir of socks gidd
Lwad taps; Mes. . Kdwards;  wood
aml wriatlsds: Mrs, Atkinaon, Mrs,
Coles, Mea. J. Doles, Mrs, T. Dalay,
Ak, Dharles Jdenkins, Mre. MeKeneis
wid Mre, Tsmac Hunter, thres pairs
of wristlets euch; Mrs, Stephens, Mra.
John Bime, D Plumridge,  Mra.
Hewith aml Mre. O, H. Duwdon, two
paira enchy Mre, Abbott, Mrs. En-
whistle, Miss i, Hunter, Mre, Hor-
lew, Mrs. Grant, Mra. Moore, = Mre,
Htenliowse, Mre. Maldrent, Mra,
Maorey  and- My, 5. Spencer, o
pair amnch.

Other. denations: Myra, B, O, Mo
gaiey, 82 for. wool, M. W, Steven-
son, FLED fre wonl; Miss MeDanald,
1 for wmaterial; Mra, D, i, Mitchell,
shx paire soeks, Wera. (3, A, Graham
was authorized to buy socks  with
F100 proceeds of AMrs. A, O, Aoflat's
congért, aud Mre. Vernom Hart 1o
by ppa hundred peivs Bed socls,
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