The Hospital Ship Fund

At the beginning of the war, August 1914, the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire
national chapter decided to raise money for a hospital ship. This hospital ship was going to be
presented to the British admiralty through the Canadian government and the IODE asked women
across Canada to raise money for it.! Women from both cities gathered to pledge money, with
both cities agreeing to raise $1,000 for the cause. Campaigners were then sent out to collect
money but they were only collecting from women and girls.? The campaign was successful,
women in Port Arthur donated $1,000.% In Toronto, the women donated $20,000 towards the ship
fund.*

However, it was eventually decided that a hospital ship was not what was needed at the
time. Instead, the money that the women across Canada had raised was placed in the hands of the
HRH The Duchess of Connaught, who was the wife of the current Governor General and the
money was then used for other war causes.® This fundraising was all undertaken in only the first
month of the war and it shows the commitment Canadians already had to the war. In the first
month, they were already putting forth everything that they could, in the hopes of an early and

decisive victory.

L “Women to Raise $100,000,” Fort William Daily Times Journal, August 7, 1914, page 2.

2 “Women of Fort William and Port Arthur to Collect Money Towards Hospital Ship Fund,” Fort William
Daily Times Journal, August 11, 1914, page 1.

% “Hospital Ship Fund,” Port Arthur Daily News Chronicle, August 20, 1914, page 2.

4 Fort William Daily Times Journal, August 15, 1914, page 1.

® Barbara Johnston, “Supporting Canada’s Armed Forces — Our Contribution to Canada’s War,” IODE,
published May 2010, accessed November 15, 2016, http://www.iode.ca/supporting-canadas-armed-forces.html.



'WOMEN MAY USE MONEY FOR FAMILIES OF
 YOLUNTEERS INSTEAD OF HOSPITAL SHIP |

OTTAWA, Aug. 11.—Although an offer msde by the Daughters of the
Empire from:headquarters at Toronto in co-operation with other women's
organizatibns 1n ‘Canada for a hospital ship has been accepted by she imperial
. government, it is understood that in the opinlon of experis the neceasary
. funds might be devoted to more practical purposes at the présent time. The
_bospita) saip idea will, it is feared, be somewhat impracticable, in addition

to being a more expensive way of looking after the sick and wounded than
the regular army hospital. * The autborities here would prefer to have funds
raised by volunteer -!Fhﬂ'-"‘lg:"“ﬂ at the present time devoted rather to look-|
ing after the families Wiio miy be left in need as a resuit of the men going !
to the frant, and for similar ‘purposes. At the time of the South African war |
a patriotic fund of pearly half a million dollars was raised for these objects.

< It wis not all needed at the time, and about §$150,000 remaln to the credit
of the trustees under the chairmanship-of J. 8. Courtenay, Ottawa. This bal-
ance will probably now be devoted to form a nucleus for a patriotic find to
meet the present situation. There Is no doubt that every dollar that can be
raised by voluntary subscription will be needeldl Lo relieve distress in Canada

© tomsequent upon the war.




TOROKTO WONEN LIBERAL

TORONTO, Aug. 14.—A large sum
was coniribuied Towards Uié proposad
hospital ship today. ‘It is expected
‘11hat the women ot Toronto have col-
|lected over $30,000. The fnal report
- | of the contribution will not be known
untll tomorrow. Scores of automo-
| blles decorated with flags Wwere &ta-
|tioned at almost every street corner
{and their occupants made a thorough
canvass of the city. Few pgpple were
geen on the sireets withoul a flag. On
1dragoons, 100 strong
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