
The mobilization of the 52nd (New On-

tario) Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary 

Force, began to solidify in April 1915 as 

Lt. Col. A.W. Hay officially took com-

mand of the unit, recruitment neared com-

pletion, uniforms for the soldiers and offi-

cers arrived in Port Arthur and training 

progressed. 

 

In the first half of April, the Fort William 

Daily Times Journal and Port Arthur News 

Chronicle reported the names of the offi-

cers transferring to the 52nd from the 96th 

Lake Superior Regiment and other mili-

tary units outside the Thunder Bay Dis-

trict. On April 16, 1915 the inaugural mess 

of the 52nd (New Ontario) Battalion offi-

cers was held at the Shuniah Club.   

Soon after, it was reported that the 52nd 

was nearing the full strength mark of 993 

recruits which was predicted to happen 

that same week. Khaki uniforms arrived 

for the recruits in the second half of April 

1915 and they were issued to the soldiers 

on May 2, 1915. At the end of the month, 

on April 30, the Port Arthur News Chroni-

cle stated that 250 soldiers from the 52nd 

Battalion would be selected to stand ready 

to leave as reinforcements for active ser-

vice. 
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