MEMBER OF 52 ND

DIES OF PNEUMONIA

Private Omar Lafontame became the first fatality of the newly
mobilized 52nd New Ontario Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary
Force (CEF), in Port Arthur. Private Latontaine died of pneumonia
of April 16, 1915. Lafontaine was given a military funeral two days
later with thousands of Lakehead residents paying their respects.
With the Port Arthur City Band playing, members of the 52nd
marched to St. Joseph's Hospital accompanied by a firing squad from
the 96th Lake Superior Regiment. Days later, the Port Arthur News
Chronicle reported that since the Latontaine funeral, recruitment for
the 52nd New Ontario Battalion noticeably increased.

Funeral Causes a Big

Increasé in Recruiting
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A marked increase has boem notice- | the yvoung men who saw the emon- |/
able in the nu nber of mon nrmring ny | ies .mm to lh co lu-r* mn ﬂ t there | B
recruits for the Fifty-8econd bat! was no better way 1 dle, as dle the)
gince the milltary funeral of last ‘i 'l must & n day, than in the sepvice nl‘.'
day which was viewed by thousanda, | their country,

. Asked If he could explain It an nﬁ The 'I attalion stlll needs about 200
cer of the battalion sald, "I suppoise men to put it up to full strength,
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THE SOLDIER’S BURIAL

T'rivate Lafoutaine, 52nd Bs,ltallm:l.' Port Arthur, dled April 16, 1015,
L
They, buried n i!-l’lﬂll?l' ye u:-m Y,
One of our volunteers,”
Who came at his Empire's urgent ca ll
And offered his brightest H'u.rﬂ
He was willing Lo fight for the deur old fag
- Not knowing the reaper grim
derthl'ﬂ:.u.u;::jir 8 young dream
Would goon be for him.
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They buried a ﬁnlggg;_#ﬁ'ivrdu}n
With all the hdnor due; .

"Jlis comrades marched to the martial strain
With feeling hoearts and true.

The cusket, wrapped in the Union Jack,
Was laid in the walting grave

While the last salute Yind the buglie eall
Barth's ifinest farewell gove.

They buried a soldier }L-alvrda}*}
But ah, on that distant shore,
P'erchance, without a Hlug or choer,
They buried a thousand more.
8o, with tear-dippmegd eyves we laid our lad,
"To sleep in his last irm[.: home,
Ilonoring hlin for our noble dead
Wha have dled for th J.:r King, wlono,

—-["'f-rli".ﬁ Cornish Knight,
IPort Arthur, April 10, 1815
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Port Arthur News Chronicle April 16, 1915; April 19, 1915; April 20, 1915




