
November 1915 was extremely busy for the 52nd New Ontario Battalion. In the previous month it was learnt that the battalion was to mobilize 

for St. John, New Brunswick where they would await orders to embark overseas for Europe. Before leaving for St. John, the battalion dismantled 

a majority of their Gresley Park military camp site, sleeping at the Port Arthur Armory instead. On November 3rd, the battalion paraded through 

the city of Port Arthur, to the cheers of ten thousand people where they boarded their train to St. John. On the way to St. John, the 52nd was gen-

erously given 1000 pumpkin pies by the residents of Schreiber, Ontario. The battalion also stopped in Ottawa and were inspected by His Royal 

Highness the Duke of Connaught, Sir Robert Borden, Sir Sam Hughes and other high ranking military officers which praised the military unit. 

Coincidentally it was rumoured that the battalion was to be renamed "The Fifty-Second Duke of Connaught's Own Light Infantry". 

Photograph: Courtesy of the Scott/Fryer Family   

Articles: Fort William Daily Times Journal November 2, 1915 ; November 4, 1915 


