
Combat training continued throughout August 1916 for the 141st Bull Moose Battalion.  Joining the Fort  

Frances detachment, which had previously mobilized to the Twin Cities in June, the Kenora, Keewatin and 

Dryden detachments arrived in Port Arthur to quarter at Gresley Park. Even with the battalion undergoing  

rigorous training there was still participation in many sporting events and leisure activities in the two cities. 

The battalion now had a cricket team which would battle for the Clifton Cup, they engaged in exhibition  

baseball games with other clubs, the battalion hosted a sports field day for the citizens of Fort William and Port 

Arthur at Current River Park and a military boxing event was held at the McKellar Baseball Park in which the 

main event featured Pte. Kid Sterling from the 141st knocking out Alex Thracher from the Western Dry Dock 

and Shipbuilding Co.  The 141st Battalion Band was also making an extremely positive name for itself as one 

of the best to play. The band had been holding frequent concerts in the Lakehead and areas in the Thunder Bay 

District for many months, resulting in extremely positive reviews. The band's manager had such confidence in 

his band that he issued a $1000 challenge to any other band in Canada.  While all this was taking place the  

battalion was still actively recruiting, namely for the signalling section as well as the machine gun section. Photograph: TBPL P234(10)   
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