
 

24 year old Port Arthur resident Ernest Potter made headlines during the month of November 1916 for his involvement in the 
bombing of munitions factories in Germany. Flight Sub Lieut. Potter of the Royal Naval Air Service sent letters home to his 
parents in Port Arthur describing the aerial warfare. The first letter to be published in both the Port Arthur News Chronicle 

and the Fort William Daily Times Journal detailed the aerial assault on Mauser rifle factories in Obendorf, Germany in which 
Potter lead the attack. The second letter published in the News Chronicle told of Potter’s unit being attached to the French 
Army and bombing munitions factories near Metz, Germany. In recognition of his service, Potter was decorated with the 

White Whistle Cord by General Joffre. To view the letters in their entirety please visit the Thunder Bay Public Library web-
site: http://www.tbpl.ca/worldwarone 
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