
After months of speculation and rumour, orders were finally received pertaining to the mobilization of the 141
st
 

Bull Moose Battalion.  People of the Lakehead learned that early April 1917 would be the date that the battal-

ion would leave Port Arthur. While the date of the mobilization order was certain, what was uncertain was who 

would be accompanying the battalion overseas.  Newspapers reported that Lieut. Col. D.C. McKenzie, the 

commanding officer of the battalion, may stay behind to reorganize the 98
th
 Regiment as part of the Home De-

fence Force. However, there was no validity to this report and orders stated that McKenzie would be accompa-

nying his troops overseas. In late March, the battalion received its final inspection with high praise from Briga-

dier General H.N. Ruttan and farewell events took place for the battalion across the two cities. Photograph: TBPL P234(18)  

Articles: Port Arthur News Chronicle March 26 & 31, 1917 ;  

Fort William Daily Times Journal March 26, 1917 


