
 

In December 1916, both Port Arthur and Fort Wil-

liam newspapers announced that the authorized 

British War Office Film "The Battle of the 

Somme" would be shown in both cities. While this 

was not the first war film to be shown in the Lake-

head, it would be most anticipated at the time. The 

Fort William Daily Times Journal, in conjunction 

with the Orpheum Theatre, publicized that the film 

would be shown on January 8th,9th,10th (this was 

later changed to Jan. 15th,16th,17th). Similarly, 

the Port Arthur News Chronicle, in partnership 

with the Colonial Theatre, announced that the film 

would be shown on January 4th,5th,6th (later 

changed to Jan.11th,12th,13th). This 5 reel, 75 

minute presentation was fully endorsed by the 

King of England, King George V, and was said to 

depict the real warfare which took place during the 

Battle of the Somme, beginning July 1, 1916. 
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