
Alien Riveters In Port Arthur 

At a time when a large portion of the region’s population was unemployed, this story of 

‘aliens’ from the United States being imported for their labour to be utilized to work at the Dry 

Dock must have upset many people. The article reports on an agreement between the Dry Dock 

officials and travelling immigration inspectors, D.H. Reynolds and H.G. Johnston, allowing 

twenty-nine riveters to come from the United States.i The ‘aliens’ had been imported to aid in 

building the Turret Chief which had apparently been met with some resistance from local labour 

groups.ii The agreement stated that once the job was finished, Mr. Wallace, manager of the Dry 

Dock company, had to notify the local authorities so that the ‘aliens’ could be deported back to 

the United States.iii In response to the deputation of labour men, the next time labour was 

required Mr. Wallace was to advise the Trades and Labor Council in order to advertise in the 

local papers in hopes of attracting local labour.iv 
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