Barney Bell

Barney Bell was a proprietor at the International Employment Office in Port Arthur. Well
known and well liked in Port Arthur, his arrest for treason came as a surprise for the community.
He had showed up to work one day to find a letter written by Fred Volkman, a clerk at the
employment office also arrested for treason, that informed him to go to the police station. Upon
arrival at the police station, Bell was placed under arrest and held for trial without the option of
bail. After being arrested 13 July, 1915 the case was remanded numerous times until on 10

August, 1915, Judge O’Leary dropped all charges and set Bell, and co-conspirators free.
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“Bell, Renshaw and Volkman Set Free by Judge O’Leary.” Port Arthur Daily News, 10 August,
1915.
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“Treason Prisoners Remanded to Jly. 23 Barney Bell Denies All The Charges Miniature Naval
Battle At Capture.” Port Arthur Daily News, 15 July, 1915.
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] two Germans named Fred Vulkan and

| rest by Provincial Constable Symons

4 The arrests are-the outcome of ob-
| gervations which have been under way

Tredsoneharge

ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN ENGAG-
ED IN CONSPIRACY ‘TO TAKE
ALIENS TO THE UNITED

* STATES. -

Barney Bell, well known in Port
Arthur as an employment agent, and

Ben Ramshaw, wereé placed under ar-

and Sergeants Fenn and Burleigh of
the city police.

It 1s understood that the charge
against them is treason,

by the provincial constable for the
past couple of weeks,

It is expected that when the men

come to trial evidence will be sub-
mitted showing that they were instru-
mental in getting Austrians and Ger-
mans across to the United States at
five dollars each., It is alleged that a
motor boat, with a capaclty of eleven
men owned by Remshaw, has been
used for this tratfic and that it has
made at least two trips.
. (‘onstable Symons and Sergeant
Burleigh made a trip oan Thunder bhay
in a-tug last night and after their re-
turn eleven Austrians were taken to
the police station.

The extréme penaity for treason 18
death, e

-
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SHOT FlRED BEF ORE

. LAUNCH SURRENDE, RED|
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"Bail Refused and Three Must Remain in Jail Eight
Days at Least—Austrians Also Held—How

" They Were

Rounded Up.

When they appeared:. for a
hearing before Magistrate Dobie
in police court this morning,
Barney Bell, Fred Volkmwund'
Benjamin Ramshaw, charged
with treason, in endeavoring to
assist allen enemlies out of the

~country, were remanded to July
23. No' evidence was taken and

_ bail_was refused.” The prisoners
were later transferred to the dg-
arict jail, ad the eleven Austgrians
taken from the boat alleged to
have bee headed for the United

- States ure also  heing  held as
material witnesses,

4

Bell Denies Complicity

Visibly trembling from Lhe excite-
ment of yesterday, Barney Bell, the
well known Port Arthur employment
agent with premises on Waler street,

* who was, to the surprise of the popu-
lace, arrested yesterday on i charge
of treason, appedred in the police
court this morning before Magistrate
Dobie for his preliminary hearing.

Entering the court by the publie
door, having been glven AQuarters In
the old station, the primner stugger-
ed some! %ﬁjm{mn seelng over one
hundred a fifty pairs of eyes fixed
on him. Oneé within ‘thé barrier that

_divides officials and_spectalors,._Bell
walked with #ase, although the cheery
smile, which seemed permanent, had
vanlshed, and a careworn loock had
come over- his -weatherbeaten visage,
Beads of sweat gathered on his fore-
head, which at -intervals he removed
by drawing his hand, across his face.
Dressed in tweeds, with white tie and
tan hoots, Barney presented a pitiful
spectacle, butthe weight tugging at his
heart seemed relieved when his al-

leged partners in the serious husiness|”

were led into the same box:

The Other Prisoners

Fred Volkmano?”who, it is alleged, |
was practically the prime mover in
1he enterprise, is a short set man and
upposgedly of Germun descent, He
Bfl_.rr_il-s himseélf with a curious galt,
owing to an acecident which necessi-
tated the amputation of his right arm,
His agate ¢yes looked over the gath-

‘sawmlll,

ering unconcernedly, but it was easily
seen that He was playing:to the gal-

lery, for his- hands twitched nervously
as the muagistrate and lawyers entered.

Benjamin Renshaw, whom some
people say is German, and others Ir-
ish, seemed’to feel his position most
keely of the three. Of hesvy build, his

features are partly covered by a.long|.

drooping moustache., His home is at
Cloud Bay, where he oonducui a small
but Hé"18 mote ofte in Port
Arthur than at the Bay. He is said to
have owned the boat upon -which the
Austrians were found.

i The Aunstrinns

The™ three principal characters in
the .case were closely scrutipized but
as the Austrians, who were to have
been ‘taken to (he States, entered the
court under'y strong guprd, the gaze
of the spectators shifted. The majority
of the Austrfang are between the ages
of “twenty and twenty-five.

A few fellow countrymen caught
the lecok of fear in the eyes of the
prisoners, and -they ,nodded encours
agingly to their fellow countrymen.

. Withowt hesitation, Maglsirate Do-
bie handled three official-looking doc-
uments, and_ carefully gelected one
bearing the name of Fred Volkman,

On hearing his name pronounced,
Volkman. befame -alert, and listened
attentively to the churge. = It read:
“Fred \'oll-.mun. this is the informa-
tion_of Provinclal Constable W
Symons, who says that Fred \'ulkman
of the city of Port Arthur .did,-on
July 13, felonlpusly commit treason
by asslsting  allen
with His Muajesty, 10 escape from (.f.J.-
nada.'”

Without asking them to plead, Ma-
gistrate Dobie read the sume chuarge
o Bell and Renshaw.

Crown Asks Adjournwent

M
for

W. F. Langworthy, appearing
the crown, asked for an enlarge-

J ment of the case, as he was notl pre-
{pared to go on with {t until he re-
-ceived instructions. Inireply to Magis-

tryte Daobie, Mr. Langworthy stated
that no bail would be accepted.

Mr. Cole;~acting for Volkmann and
Renshaw @ 1 suppose the case can be
culled any time after the crown gets
instructions as how to aet 7"

. The maglauum replied in the affir-

Cnntlnued on Fage Eix
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¢nemlies, at war

AND PROHBHON
FOR GON. SLOGAN

NAME OF SIR JAMES AIKINS
MENTIONED IN CONNECTION
WITH LEADERSHIP OF MANI-
TOBA CONSERVATIVES

“Winnipeg, Man., July 15=—The re-
presentatives of the Consefvative
-party..in -Manitobg -who —ara..in..con-
vention here, unanimously approved
this morning of the incorporation in
their platform of a pledge that if re-
turned to power they shall immedia-
tely put into effect the Hugh John
MarDonald liquor legislation of 1000,
with no referendum and no provision
for its repeal.

There was some objection on the
ground that this made it imposgible
for the people of the province to pro-
cure any lquor from inside the pro-
vince except from a druggist on a
doctor's prescription, though they
might bring it in from another pro-
vince but when the vote was taken
there was no objection from the vot-
ing delegates and only two other, de-
legutes opposed the adoption of this
plank,

Conelderable enthusiasm was arous-
ed when 1he name of Sir Jumes Alkins
was coupled with the party leadership
by wone of the delegates. 8ir James
smiled but made no comment.

“I'rogress, purity and prohibition”
wad suggested as a panty motto. -

PRENIER BORDEN
N SESSON Wi
BATISH GABNET

et ey

JOINS IN CONFERENCE OF MIN-
Ih’l‘ER‘S ON WAR QUESTIONS—
ALSO HOLDS CONSULTATION
WITH ADMIRALTY




TOO I:ATE TO CLASSIFY
———_r—c-b_
(‘UTTAGE__ UPRIGHT, HANDSOME |
case, full steel frame, splendid
tone, $70, was $375. Tucker's, Masonic
Temple. . - 134

Vonkisnen  BED
l.“(.’lt RENT—FURNISHED BED-
rooms, 230 Van .}'oi'mun. 137

I OST — CAMEOQ HR()O(‘H BE-
tween Maudslay apartments and
Whalen building. P hnne 485 north.

TREAS[IN thshuens_

mative, -
Magistrate Dobie : “1 suppose we
will have to hold the Austrians also?™
Mr. bangwnrlh;r ‘LYesn
“eTe M EgIstraTe gramted o remmaend|
until July 23.

Soon after the court had been clos-
ed by Chief ‘Melellan, a number of
Birney Bell's friends muvm <k as to

B

T
bail, but the reply was that such a
thing could not bejconsidered in so
grave a case. They congregated out-

'side the station doors for ‘a consider-

able time, but realizing that they could
not help, they gradually dwindled
away. . 2

An Intérview With Barney

Barney's “court fright"” had vanish-
od when he again went down the stairs
with his counsel, Mr. W. A. Dowler,
and he chatted freely with everybody.
To The Dgaily News Barney gave uan
emphatic denial that he had anything
to do with the case. "1 really have no-
‘hing to do with.the case,” ‘he said,
‘and there #¢ a big mistake some-
where. The first thing I knew of it
was when 1 came inio my office yes-
terday morping and found a letter
asking me to go to the polwe station.
It was written by Volkmann, who is,]
clerk in my employment hurean.'”

Hoaldeu denyving his connection with

viderrrreyaerewimel sweutd ot
allow. him to say more, but when out-
side of the ‘room Barnéy exclaimed
humorously, “Well, at any rate, I have

got @ government job for eight days”

after whichs he was removed,to his
cell, hig red. -round f. aglow with
mirth, The—xrwo uther Yisoners were
escorted to their cell Mr. Cole who
spoke fof a ipng time with them.

Details Hard o Gct

Owing to the police being lﬂzv'-m
yvesterday reﬁarding the arrests, only
meugre detaljb 2ould be given aboui
the cruise on the lake by PPorvincial
Constable Sy}lunﬂ.nnd Sergeant Bur-
leigh. Today'several facts lea[wd o
concerning the trp.

It seems that the motor boat in thé
- first. place !e!t from the Kam river.
Constable ﬂymuna had heard of :he
irip belng organjzed, and after con-
forring with Chief of Police McLelian
Sergeant Durleigh was assigned  to
nelp with the case. With .the usual
precautions the pair foynd that a bout
lvad was leaving that night, and char-
tering a tug, the name of grhich the
potice will nog give, bt call “Qneen
- F st e IO hOR T DETHE]
cviassed as a, destroyer, they left 1ae
eity i “me to wait for the “destroy-
r.” A specja! gua bad been mounted

on e Cdestroyer” and with all lights

€1 tne tug steamed to the mouth of
the Kani'nistiquia river and - waited,
AlLout vne o'elock the party on thre
tug heard the chugging of the motor
boat, which kept forging ahead at a
god e, sending up a shower ol
spray. The driver of the motor bogt
huad  evidentdy seen the tus walting
and. iryinge to avoid it, he' chnnxc-d his
course mw&m- Lhe muuh.

Minlatare Naval l{;ull(-

The captain of the tug, however,
noticed the movement and hore down
upon il. When ¢lose wo it. a/shot was
fired over the moto™ boat's bow, but
as this failed to stop Volkmann, who
was driving the “desiroyer,” a minia-
ture haval battle took place. Several
shots were- fired at the motor boat,
and, seeing the hopelessnes of trying
Lo escape, Volkmann allowed himself
to be towed into Port Arthur along
with his foreign passengers. On arri-
T%:] ﬁlhc\v were taken Lo the police sias

How did Barney Lell llw'unl(' con-
nm;ud with the alleged corime s a
f;urwuun that puzzles many and few
calt find a solution,which seems plau-

. S0 i

sible,

It' is, however, an established
fact that Bejl was given away by one
of his alleged ‘accomplices. Volkmann
was a clerk in Bell's office, 4 id how
he committed treason is & pu lﬂg" for
all concerned in the case except the’

police, who seem to be confident®hat .

he had more than one finger in the
game. Tne police will not give their
grounds for charging him with trea-

son, and 1t is likely to remain a secret .

until the triak L

It wus some time after the arrest of
the other two that Sergeant Fenn was
instructed -to carry out Bell's arrest,
which he did yesterday afternovon at
his employment bureau.

A search waz made of Bell's rooms
and, although nothing definije has
beenbeen stated In regard to this, it
is hinted in certain circles that incri-
minating documents were found,

The motor boat which made_ the

trip s Iythg®it the ©. P R dock to-
day. It isx of a large type and rap.nhle-
uf, MAMJM& . W

canvas framg covers the engine room,
and the wholg boat is painted white,

The Austrians will be charged with
attempting to Jeave Canada  while
under parole as alien enemies,



BELL RENSHAW AND
VOLKMAN SET FRE
BY JUDGE OLEARY

WAS NOT ESTABLISHED THAT
AUSTRIANS THEY A¥ E R E
TRANSPORTING HAD INTEND-
LD TO JOIN ENEMY ARMIES.

CASE A(.u\IEbT BELL WAS 'NOT |

PROCEEDED. WITH — JUDGE
TELLS RENSHAW HE HAD NAR-
ROW ESCAPE.

Barney Bell, Ben Renshaw _and
Fred \'ulkman who were trie.d uu the
'“cimlge of .assisting enemies of the
~ King to escape from the country, were

all discharged- by His Honor Judge

O'Leary this morning.

The Judge gave a short address be-
fore informing the prisoners that they
“were to go free. He said that -he had-

given .the case serious consideration

. -

found that. there was a ‘'reasonable
doubt” existing as to whether the
prisoners intended that the alien
enemies should be taken to the other

side of the border for the purpose af
assisting the enemy forces, and this
doubt was given to the bqneﬂt of the
prisoners.

He said that the mep, especially
Renshaw, had.a.narrow sgueeze and
that he ‘was not perfeotly sure that
he was doing the right thing in let-
ting them go He lectured them
severely, telllng them thq.t they had
better not try the same thing again.
Barncy Bell Case

The case of Barney Bell, which was
to have taken place thig morning, was
wighdrawn, the Crown Attorney agree-
ing to allow the evidence in the case
of Renshaw to apply te that of Bell
and that he should be disgharged. The
Judge: then called in Volkman, who
had previously pleaded guilty, The
Crown Attorney said that'the prisoner,
Volkman, pleaded guilty without the
advice of counsel and that he -only
.pleaded to the charge of asaisting the
the men to leave, and {n consideration
of the “rider” attached to the indict-
ment of “assisting the enemlies,”
which says “that a ‘man shall be
guilty of an indictable gffense who as-
sists aliens to escape,” pto. ""Unless the
accused can prove that assiStance to
‘the enemy was not tntamtad‘” “T'o this

and, therefor, the op#;lion of
Judge was that he should be dis-
charged the same as the other men.

His Honor, after digcharging the

—
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_gonti_nued on _I_{qgo Three

and after weighing the evidence, he

. p—

latter Volkman did ngt ‘plead guilty !
the | !

men, added that they had heen pun-|:
ished sufﬂclently. Vo!}tman and Bell \

~
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VOLKMAN SET FREE|

Continued fiom page one
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had been in jail for some time and
Renshaw had  also  served a short
period, hut in repard to the latter Hlis
Honor Eaid that he deserved all thal ‘
he got.

Will Intern Austrians

There- wis gquite a large crowd in
the court rooin, but there was nu
sounds ecither of approval or disap-
proval in. the Judge's decision. Vollk-
man was slightly nervous when called
to the bhox, but when told that he i
could zo he smiled and thanked the
Judge,

The Austrians, who were on the|!
hoat with the prisoners, will be in-p!
terned and the money which was cols
lected from them for® their fare by |
Volkman will be retutsed_to them. |
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