
Barney Bell 

Barney Bell was a proprietor at the International Employment Office in Port Arthur. Well 

known and well liked in Port Arthur, his arrest for treason came as a surprise for the community. 

He had showed up to work one day to find a letter written by Fred Volkman, a clerk at the 

employment office also arrested for treason, that informed him to go to the police station. Upon 

arrival at the police station, Bell was placed under arrest and held for trial without the option of 

bail. After being arrested 13 July, 1915 the case was remanded numerous times until on 10 

August, 1915, Judge O’Leary dropped all charges and set Bell, and co-conspirators free. 
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