May 29, 1915, “German Foreman Sent To Internment Camp”

On May 29, 1915, the Port Arthur Daily News reported on the removal of a CPR work
shop foreman, Oscar Grottke. Grottke was removed from his position on the 28" of May by the
CPR police after which he was handed over to city police. From the city police he was then
accompanied by two guards from the Ninety Sixth regiment and sent to the German internment
camp at Brandon.' The reason for his arrest and removal was due to pro-German sentiments
and his failure to register with authorities as other ‘aliens’ had done." Although Mr. Grottke had
applied for naturalization papers shortly after the war broke out, the decision not to grant
naturalization papers to ‘alien enemies’ until hostilities were over had meant that he was refused
naturalization." After being refused naturalization, Grottke also refused to register as an ‘alien.’
In addition, he also gloated about pro-German victories on the war front which led to concern
amongst the CPR staff which lead to his dismissal.” Upon his dismissal from the shops, it is
alleged that he threatened to do damage to CPR property, and since he had considerable

knowledge as to the movement of the trains, Mr. Eoll and military authorities decided to intern

Mr. Grottke right away.’
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