
Mr. J.M. McGovern (1854- 11 Oct. 1916) 

J.M. McGovern came to Port Arthur from Duluth in 1884. After moving to Port 

Arthur he occupied the post of Dominion Immigration until late 1914 when declining 

health caused him to retire. During his time in Port Arthur, he had been an alderman, 

was chairman of the board of works and had been influential in attracting industry to the 

city. Mr. McGovern married Miss Alberta Fagan of Fort William and together would have 

only one child, Major Arthur McGovern, who was killed in action June, 1916. At the 

outbreak of the war, Mr. McGovern was responsible for the supervision of alien 

registration in both Port Arthur and Fort William. He was responsible for the supervision 

of registrars George A. Eoll and A.L. McEwan until his failing health caused him to retire 

late 1914. In April, 1915 he entered a sanitarium in Guelph due to health concerns and 

would pass away there on 11 October 1916. 
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