“Kapuskasing/Internment Camps Prove Great Value”

On January 14, 1915, the Fort William Daily Times Journal published one of the first
articles describing what life would be like at an internment camp for ‘enemy aliens.” Written in a
tone that made the internment camps sound like an advantageous place for the internees, the
article speaks about a camp in the Abitibi district of Quebec. It states that a large colony of
Austrians is being established in the Abitibi region, and that after clearing the land, it is likely
that a town centre and other such buildings will be erected.' A few days later, the Fort William
Daily Times also reported news from parliament buildings regarding the five hundred newly
arrived prisoners of war/’enemy aliens’ to Kapuskasing, between Cochrane and Hearst." The
article says that, “the men are under military surveillance, and are housed in a series of

comfortable log cabins. They are paid at the rate of twenty-five cents per day.

By May 5, 1915, the Port Arthur Daily News had reported that the first group of 100
‘aliens’ had left for Kapuskasing." Just over twenty days later, the Port Arthur Daily News

nv

published an article with the headline, “Internment Camps to Prove of Great Value.” This article
tells of the situation at internment camps using information received by the camp commandants.
The camps being described in the article, Spirit Lake and Kapuskasing, are described as being
like Austrian villages." The article continues by saying that most internees will receive their own
plot of land once the war is over and that at both camps, all of the seeds and tools required are
being supplied.”" Families are apparently being kept together which each family living in a small
cottage whereas the unmarried people would reside in large huts capable of holding around 105
people."" It is also stated that all of the people are supplied with blankets, clothing and “plenty of

good food.”™

By July 15, 1915, with a report of more ‘aliens’ being sent to Kapuskasing, the Port
Arthur Daily News reinforced the idea that the internment camp was a nice place. It states that

“life is made quite comfortable for the interns who are being taken care of under the terms of
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The Hague treaty.”™ The article also speaks about the living conditions of the interns residing at

Kapuskasing: “Good, large, comfortable camps have been erected for the men and while they
are kept at work, the labor is not heavy and the food is wholesome and good.”™ The land that

the ‘aliens’ had been clearing was also reported as fruitful as they have been already harvesting

vegetables that are being used in the cook houses.” The article ends by noting that many of the

‘aliens’ are “better off” since they arrived that that their circumstances are certainly better than if

Xiii

they were left to their own resources during this time.

Another article published on January 27, 1916, gives details about life at the
Kapuskasing internment camp. In a response to rumours and wild stories circulating about “men

being eaten by wolves” Lieutenant Colonel F.F. Clarke let it be known that no such events have

taken place, even claiming that wolves are not present in the part of the country. Lieutenant

Colonel Clarke continues to explain exactly where Kapuskasing is and the types of labour that
the ‘enemy aliens’ are being utilized for. According to Clarke, Kapuskasing, located on the

Kapuskasing river south of James Bay, is the largest camp of its kind in Canada with a

.

population of about 1400 ‘aliens’ who are mostly of Austrian descent.™ They are employed in

the clearing of land for experimental farms, the building of colonization roads, and the erection

XVi

of buildings.™ Clarke also tells the Daily News that the district is now being organised for the

future; having a public school section and a post office.™" The last section of the article also

guells rumours about trouble at the camp. Lieutenant Colonel Clarke maintains throughout the

article that no trouble such as riots, organized strikes, or anything has occurred at

xviii

Kapuskasing.
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INTERNED AUIENS MAY
I.

ESTABLISH A FARMING

“SETTLEMENT IN QUEBEC

OTTAWA, Jan., 14.—The establish
ment of a large Austrian colony in
the Abititd district of WQuebee andd
the removal of shese people from the
more populous cenlers is likely Lo
foliow the clearing of the land Ty

which work hundred of these alwens
ure being assignsd, It 18 proposed to
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clear n town site and put the people

on the agricultural lands which sur-

round it, Several Montreal Austrians |
crer Interestedd  tn the prolect At |

i

{or the erection of necessary butldings
wotld 1HRely be sought in that pros
It BE IR as much as it e the ise-

- pefit of any settlements whiep ara
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mgnw, Jan. zﬂ—hlth Col . F.
(‘iaﬂm. commanding nlﬂmt of ‘the
127th battalion, just newly arrived
‘hack from . the- Jnternmunl camp  at
Kapuskasing, - iiag: ,many Interesting
ithings to speak zlhuut whén quullom-d
<oncerning __ his oxperlgncu in. the
caunp, He de\}ared at the start’that
the many wild ‘stories “in varlous php-
ers 08 to men Delng eaten by wolves
were absolutely uptrue, as there Isnot
a single wolf if that part of the coun-

hnpnsknwlng camp s 5ltu1tec'l on
ma Kapuskasing river, south of
James' Bay, apd is the largest of Qs
kind _in_ Ganadu. - Fhere aro  now
aboul 1400 aliens Interned there, yel
there.is not a single German amangst
ihem. There are a few Turks,“bui
the majority aré Austrlans, and the

—work Vihey are cmployed on—is—the

bullding  of ¢olonization rodds and
elearing  of land . for cxperimental
faping Yor the Domlinlon Go ament

It was chls part of the work that 1.
uvel

wolon 1 waxed enthusing
m')m Grout Assct-
- L

. *"The work'the prisoners
$a folng o0 bo the.

L that |
Ul’h\llllH'HLw
aver noel\ftl " e Meclared, and went
fain  the peineiple on which
Iv'o:m: carried out. “Fhey
Are clearing, t..c 1and.«o t settlers |
oan start with the ‘crops, doan at-
heen made to clear about

twenty-iive 'neres on (nch lot, fronting
Aherroads that are bhemg built, and

&mall ; ettlers’ houses-are being put up
i ovder first "to _nccommodate the
Mﬁ -who are hnlhling the ronds und,

pedondly, they ‘are being left In good
conditibr. for thg sell.hu when he ar-
Tives.

“The !rlclﬂ%‘l 1 only just over
A year gl was nl but thick busk
with & small clearing of ne more
than an uoee, has now heen organized
into . & public. school section, and .is
nlso belng nlioted 4 post ofice, Though
1t was nithing but hush when 1 went
there, £i4re are now about 122 hulid-
!nn erel Led, which, leaving out Sun-

days anA an add day or s when wie
oould . 3o work, - means o building
!rechd \\g v (wo. dayk,’” sald the apl-
onel. .

ated that thtere h:ul becn no
(ﬂ;‘b]u \iil: the  mrisoners and  he

. hag never. wéasion. to.onco. call oui

the trosps Abbut thirty or forty of
them lLave Ir,uul released WP parole,
im cages wikpe, 4 bond haz been put
uir One - thik £ the cofonel em[)hat!"
«ully stata! yvas that not” once has
There heen'an prgankzed sirike, and he
ul this down' 1o the. fact that cvery
omhle comiplaint - had - heen care-
Jully lanﬂ,qud The prigoncry, swho
are arganizoyd o companies of one
Titndred _ecadl; .u'(. housed . in _camps
made out of jumber and covered with
weintherproof |Iill|dl|‘lF paper, all the
work ‘helng dobie by thbmselves, The
Ju'um‘ camp only covers about twenty
aered,' that is, the bulldthas, cie., but
the -'m;ml aren js now abmu 600 'u'r( 8,
and b next midsammer will-ho-In the
J'Iﬁlxltlznrhnnrt of 1000 acrek.
Arouble has beenl oxp =icnced in
4l
1oat
ntinental

obtaininis supplios) ad i hesn
bought by the Wi {€emn
.nuaw-. andb ihe T

<yl

perienced In obtatanz: Yesh water, as
the river also rumiihro. ych the cainp.

The new officer in charge of (g
camp I8 Lieut,-Col. l.mﬁ- of “the
Queen’s Own,
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Z-IU[NS rOW AT WORK

| ON EXPERIMENTAL FARM
| l
TORONTO, Jan, '2?-‘ - According Lo
rt"-ﬁ(u“ﬂu YR atl e . parlisment
*-LHM'ID.F"! 13-.#,"!'1; v Ll e LR
prisoners of war, principaily  Aus 1*
irigns, enEaget In clearine the Hzpl
1or the rmew Domition eaperimenteal
farm in notrthern Oniario. Tt W e
Uochrane and Heams
1 Ak men are under wmilitars _
valllance, and are houssd in 4 l
cof comfortable log cabins "!*-“L e |
Patd af the rate of (weniv give :_&“rf111
T ity . :

T C
i et ... L ———
|
F



00 ALIENS TAKENTO
INTERNMENT CAMP
AT KAPUSKASING

IRST PARTY PROM TWO CITIES
LEFT LAST EVENING IN
CHARGE OF CAPTAIN RUTTAN
—RATHER LONG TRII?

e

(me hundred unnaturalized Aus-
Fians left the eity last night under
aptain . A, Ruttan and a guard of
wenty men fram  the Ninety<Sixth
wgiment for the internment camp at
vapuskasing, There were HIty from
Part Arthar and the remainder from
Fort Willlam, and all were single men
of military age.

At Port Arthur®the fipst bateh as-
sqmbled at the armories, having heen
nstructed to do so by M. AL L. Moes
Iwaun, registrar of aliensg, They seem-
d 1o he well pleased of their posi
from, and they joked with the large
aawd of fellow countrymen-whicl
p<scanbled at the armories and station
ooive them a send ofl

They marched to- the station am
catriined in o special ocars, already oc

1
gpled by the- Fort Willlim men
Theey will go via the Algoma Uentra

e e Hledress and thenes by T ¢ 12
(o s heir destination, after which Cap
e Iruttan and his command will re

Thet “!r' till eight honedeed olai
Jeo tor Mterpment In Porr o Arthig
111 it i= wver) improbable that the

married men will be sent nnless Sonn
artangement is omede o ke enre o
e wives aml children, The mar
Vel omen have heen o orving [or work
<inede e openinge of navication
Lo Far= e Jess cuall for saeh
11 i= lkely thar the roamccinder o
tlve clbenrs will b ghipgnead e the n
et e ng camps in hatehes ol on

lreadd o earh week
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Austrians Learn to Farm

and will .go on the Land

when War is Over—Local Interns are

Anxious To Go.

» o

After the war is over Canada will
have hundreds of ugrffllllurih‘-t‘# who
will develop every acre of arable land,
1.:“:_dim: to Captain Lambkin, of O
tawa, chief officer of transportation of
aliens, under General Sir Willlam (-
ter, who is at present in Port Arthar
superintend the removal  of  lan
Austrians from Fort William and
I"'ort Arthur tonight to Kapuskasing
.

Captain
Dally News
al Spirit lLake,
kasing, Oglario,
tovs cultiv i'lv dHLI
Austrians
At “both CANMIPsE
the prisaners,
they have

i

[.ambkin stated to The
today that-the Austrians
Quebee, and Kapus-
have each gor plots
wlhien war s ovew,
will turn te the land.
seeds are sapplied o
and every-spare minut.:
i= diverted to thelr plots,

those

prisoners prepare their own food and

bake their own bread, a bake shop
having been established.

At Kapuskasing, where the TPort
Arthur and Fort William aliens are
beine taken, the conditions are much
the =ame— TFhe—prisoners nre highly
c¢lated with their surroundings, and
ne complaint of any kind has been
received by Major Clark, *who is in
coemmiand of the camp. Captain  Mece-

lowan, allen reglstray in Port Arthur,
has heen bombarded with Austrians
vanting to go to Kapuskasing arging
them to try to get with the next con-
tingentas they are having a 10!.1—1:;'
time,

One "!-imup:glﬁ‘l In

L=

Vhen the first squad arrvived il
fCavuskasing, it was found there ware

Like an Austrian Village 101 instead of 100, It was later folnd
' -~ Jthat a local Austrian had smuggled
At Spirit L.ake there are about nine | himself among the che sen s anxions
hundred Austriang, amongst them |w ;-, he o get away. iC
heing twenty familfes, The internment Captain  Lambkin  stated. he had
camypy is like an Ausirian village, there [ heard nn[hing‘ uf aliens to be interned
heing o street lined with cotlageswithfat eiiher 1 jlhll“ o Conimes, as wis
gardens at front apd back. Lieut.-Col. |the result- of the conferences between
Rodden is in command of the camp, | Mavor Mooney and I'remlier Hears=t
and no-complaints have heen received, | Tle did not know when more Austrians
Unmarried Austpians reside in larged wonld leave PPori Arthur, as Genera

wts capable of 'hulnj_‘.pg 105% persons,
supplied with Dlankets,

amd they are
f The

lothing und plenty of good food.

Orter r[iql not want to burden the camj
commanders with them If thérée wat
not proper accommodation.



INTERNMENT CAMP
15 A FINE PLAGE

LIFE IS MADE COMFORTABLE
FOR THE ALIENS—ANOTHER
PARTY TAKEN FROM TWO
CITIES LAST NIGHT.

A partwof one hundred aliens, near-
ly all of whom were Ausirians, left
last night over the C. P. R. for the
government internment camp at
Kapuskasing where they will be in-
terned for the duration of the war.

The party from here was under a
|&guard of the Ninety-sixth regiment

with Captain Lambkin, assistant tos

General Sir Willlam Otter supervising.
Another party from the Soo will be
received at Franz.
“. “Reports from the intérnment camp
tare-that-the life—is- ‘made quite com-{
fortable for the interns who are being
talten care of under the terms-of The
‘Hague treaty. Good, large, comtori.|
a.h]e-cs.mpa have been:sereocted for thoe
men and while they are Kept at work
the lalor is not heavy and the food is
wholesome and good. Land was clear- |.
e this gpring and considerable of it
cultivated. The vegetables are now be-
Jing used in the cook house and Tnuch
appreciated by the aliens, Many of
them are better off there than they
have-been since coming-to this coun-
| try and certainly. in more comfortable
circumstances  than If left  to fheir
own resources at this time.




