
“Kapuskasing/Internment Camps Prove Great Value” 

 On January 14, 1915, the Fort William Daily Times Journal published one of the first 

articles describing what life would be like at an internment camp for ‘enemy aliens.’ Written in a 

tone that made the internment camps sound like an advantageous place for the internees, the 

article speaks about a camp in the Abitibi district of Quebec. It states that a large colony of 

Austrians is being established in the Abitibi region, and that after clearing the land, it is likely 

that a town centre and other such buildings will be erected.i A few days later, the Fort William 

Daily Times also reported news from parliament buildings regarding the five hundred newly 

arrived prisoners of war/’enemy aliens’ to Kapuskasing, between Cochrane and Hearst.ii The 

article says that, “the men are under military surveillance, and are housed in a series of 

comfortable log cabins. They are paid at the rate of twenty-five cents per day.”iii 

 By May 5, 1915, the Port Arthur Daily News had reported that the first group of 100 

‘aliens’ had left for Kapuskasing.iv Just over twenty days later, the Port Arthur Daily News 

published an article with the headline, “Internment Camps to Prove of Great Value.”v This article 

tells of the situation at internment camps using information received by the camp commandants. 

The camps being described in the article, Spirit Lake and Kapuskasing, are described as being 

like Austrian villages.vi The article continues by saying that most internees will receive their own 

plot of land once the war is over and that at both camps, all of the seeds and tools required are 

being supplied.vii Families are apparently being kept together which each family living in a small 

cottage whereas the unmarried people would reside in large huts capable of holding around 105 

people.viii It is also stated that all of the people are supplied with blankets, clothing and “plenty of 

good food.”ix  

 By July 15, 1915, with a report of more ‘aliens’ being sent to Kapuskasing, the Port 

Arthur Daily News reinforced the idea that the internment camp was a nice place. It states that 

“life is made quite comfortable for the interns who are being taken care of under the terms of 



The Hague treaty.”x The article also speaks about the living conditions of the interns residing at 

Kapuskasing: “Good, large, comfortable camps have been erected for the men and while they 

are kept at work, the labor is not heavy and the food is wholesome and good.”xi The land that 

the ‘aliens’ had been clearing was also reported as fruitful as they have been already harvesting 

vegetables that are being used in the cook houses.xii The article ends by noting that many of the 

‘aliens’ are “better off” since they arrived that that their circumstances are certainly better than if 

they were left to their own resources during this time.xiii 

 Another article published on January 27, 1916, gives details about life at the 

Kapuskasing internment camp. In a response to rumours and wild stories circulating about “men 

being eaten by wolves” Lieutenant Colonel F.F. Clarke let it be known that no such events have 

taken place, even claiming that wolves are not present in the part of the country.xiv Lieutenant 

Colonel Clarke continues to explain exactly where Kapuskasing is and the types of labour that 

the ‘enemy aliens’ are being utilized for. According to Clarke, Kapuskasing, located on the 

Kapuskasing river south of James Bay, is the largest camp of its kind in Canada with a 

population of about 1400 ‘aliens’ who are mostly of Austrian descent.xv They are employed in 

the clearing of land for experimental farms, the building of colonization roads, and the erection 

of buildings.xvi Clarke also tells the Daily News that the district is now being organised for the 

future; having a public school section and a post office.xvii The last section of the article also 

quells rumours about trouble at the camp. Lieutenant Colonel Clarke maintains throughout the 

article that no trouble such as riots, organized strikes, or anything has occurred at 

Kapuskasing.xviii 
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