
 

 

 
 

Articles: Port Arthur News Chronicle October 1, 1917 ; October 9, 1917 

It was a very busy October in the Lakehead regarding the 

Military Service Act. The Port Arthur Medical Board be-

gan examinations of potential soldiers at the end of Sep-

tember and days later the Fort William Medical Board 

followed suit.  In early October, local newspapers stated 

that 20,000 Canadian men would be called up for the first 

draft, approximately 1 in 5 men categorized as Class A.  

It was also revealed that the first draft would be called up 

by Dec.10, in contrast to the previous month's report of 

November.  Every man in the draft class would be re-

quired to register for service or exemption at the local 

post office with the postmaster before Nov.10th or face 

prosecution (by the end of October, men would need to 

register before being examined by the local medical 

boards as well).  The first Port Arthur resident to register 

for service and waive exemption was Archibald Baxter of 

Elgin Street.  W.D. Doller, Catherine Street, was the first 

Fort William resident to register and waive exemption.  

Nearing the end of October, the member list of local Ex-

emption Tribunals was announced. Also at the end of Oc-

tober, a total of 527 men were examined locally by the 

Fort William and Port Arthur medical boards. 


