
 
 

With the Military Service Act becoming law in August 1917, conscription would commence in 

Canada.  In September 1917, newspapers reported that the first draft would be in uniform by the 

end of November 1917.  Both local newspapers also began detailing the process of exemptions to 

the Military Service Act.  A number of civil tribunals were established in Port Arthur, Fort Wil-

liam and Schreiber to hear the cases of men wishing exemption.  The Port Arthur News Chronicle 

also informed readers that persons exempt from service would be required to join the Canada’s 

Home Defence forces.  Two medical boards in Port Arthur and Fort William also began the proc-

ess of examining potential soldiers from the Thunder Bay District.  
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