
 

  

MILITARY SERVICE ACT 
November 1917 

Fort William Daily Times Journal November 3 1917 ; November 5, 1917   

Port Arthur News Chronicle November 1, 1917 ; November 3, 1917  

During the month of November 1917, the Fort William and Port Arthur 

Exemption Tribunals began the duty of determining if claimants would be 

excused from military service.  Early in the month, both local newspapers 

began printing advertisements from the Military Service Council stating 

the deadline for men, categorized as Class One, to register under the Mili-

tary Service Act was fast approaching.  With the deadline of November 

10th, the council made it clear that men who did not register before this 

date would be classified as deserters and could potentially face prison sen-

tences upwards of five years. 

 

On the last day of registration, a total 636 men registered in Port Arthur.  

Of the 636, 538 men claimed exemption and 98 registered for active ser-

vice.  In Fort William, 827 men registered and 214 men (nearly 30%) re-

ported for active service while 613 claimed exemption.  Local police de-

partments, under the direction of the Department of Justice began actively 

seeking people who had not registered. Days after the cut-off date, the 

Port Arthur Police Department made their first arrest in which the man 

was ultimately sentenced to two years in prison at Stoney Mountain Peni-

tentiary.  Others, who did not register by November 10th, began surren-

dering themselves to the police and then later to Major H.A. Ruttan at the 

Port Arthur Armoury. 

 

Soon after, the Fort William and Port Arthur Exemption Tribunals began 

the process of deciding whether claimants would be granted exemption 

status.  Three tribunals would operate In Port Arthur at the Court House, 

the Board of Trade office in the Whalen Building and the Police Court. 

The City of Fort William would utilize the Police Court Room, the Com-

mittee Room at the Court House, the Mayor's Office at City Hall and the 

Divisional Court Room at the Court House. 

 

Throughout the month, the Fort William Daily Times Journal and the 

Port Arthur Chronicle printed the names of each claimant from each 

day's session and the decisions rendered by the local tribunals.  Nearing 

the end of November, the tribunals finished a majority of their duties with 

only a small number of cases, for a variety of reasons, being postponed 

until early December. 


