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Peabody And Leather Label Overall Company plant after explosion 1915 

During March 1915, it was reported that two men were arrested in Port Arthur and confessed 

to being spies belonging to a German organization based in Detroit, Michigan.  One of those 
men, Carl E. Schmidt, would later escape from a Canadian internment camp and become em-

broiled in yet another sabotage scheme.  He would be arrested in the United States shortly after 

his escape. 

 
Schmidt, along with his wife Marie, father in-law Albert C. Kaltschmidt and three others 

would face a conspiracy trial in December 1917 for crimes occurring in 1914 and 1915. Prose-

cutors stated that the three conspired to blow up factories and armouries in Canada and the 

United States, planning to kill the men sleeping within the armouries.  The state listed the par-
tial destruction of the Peabody plant at Walkerville, ON, an attempt to destroy the Windsor 

Armouries, conspiracy to blow up the St. Clair River tunnel at Port Huron and the Detroit 

Screw Works plant as their felonies.  A police officer from Port Arthur, James J. Middleton, 

and Port Arthur Crown Attorney W.F. Langworthy would need to travel to Detroit to provide 
testimony for the prosecution. 

 

After deliberations, the jury found all but one member of the group guilty. Albert Kaltschmidt 

would be sentenced to four years in federal prison.  Carl Schmidt, his wife and two others were 
each sentenced to two years in Fort Leansworth Federal Prison. 
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