PORTARTHIJRMANMSTFD
ININVENT[NGTHETANKS

Pte. Edgar May, Raturned. l'lld Tank I:Iu in 1915
*  —Invented other War Materials—
" His Papers Prove

Claimanie of the inventing of the
tanks have been s numerous as Lhe
ianks themselves, and now another
man hag stepped into the limelight.
This map has, howaver. papera Lo
prove his sintements. The man ls Ple,
Jumes. Edgar May, twonly-five years
old, = patisnt lo the Koolar convales-
cent home, and while he doss not
clalm to have Invented the tanks, he
does clalm to have invenled an Import.
anl part of them. Thls Is not the only
invention of Pte. May's, however. He
hus a dispatch ense full of drawlngs
and letters in connection with military
inventions. His Inventlons have been
connected with rifles, mines, lanks and
submarines. His latest Invenilon Is
ona whoreby one may recelve messa-
ges over the telephone , which Is one
which records messages over a tele
phone during the owner's ubsance.

Before becoming & soldler Ple. May
bad boen an electrical englneer. He had
been employed by the New York Foun-
dation company and had come to Fort
Arthur to accept a position with Ma-
hon Bros, He arrived here on August
3. and only the war was [o it in
his plans, When calls for teers
came he enlisted with the 96th Lake
Superior regiment apd went to Val-
cartler camp with the firet men (o
leave here, On salling for England he
mel hilz firsl mishap : on boarding the
voasel he wak kicked in the hegd by &
horse and suffered concusslon of  the
brain. On recovering he procesded to
England and Fraoce where he served
as n dispateh rhder wAfh the Canadian
Engineers, Eight months afler arriv-
Ing ln France hoa fell off his motor
cycle and again suffered. from concus-
glon of the braln.

He firat thought of inventing in May.
1815, It i= costly in livea Lo cul barbed

wire by hand and Pte. May ﬂﬂﬁm!'l'ﬂl;ﬂd\ b

o lnvent » machine which would, as

‘he sald, “savy British lives and des

troy Garman livea,” He Invented a ma-
chine something of the same style as
the presemi tanks. The dificulty was,
however, o oblaln a machine that
woiuld traversa diiches and trenches
wilhout difficulty. It is this Inventlon
which Is Incorporated io the present

‘{anks, according to Ple. May. A leltor

dated SBept. 8, 1915, to his offlcer com-
manding, was ahown (o bear out his
statements, Pte. May submitted his de-
nlgns to the war office and a short time
Inter a letter, which he still posscsses,
was forwarded stating that a repre-
sentatlve of the French governmaent
would be plesssd to see him. On fufl

golng into the Invention, the Frene

officar suggested that some lmprovae
ments could be made and when Pla.
May silated that he could make them,
he was given authority to submit his
plans.

Another Invenotion of Pte. May's ls
aen earth torpedo which has been ne-
cepled by ihe Britlsh war office. A Lor-
pedo redirector Is dealgned to protect
merchant vessels from attacks hy sub-
marines. .An arrangement gttached to
the ships divert torpedoes from them.
An X-ray periscope allows submarines
to obtain ranges rll,hml nppearing on
the surface af the.

These nre bul » .ur Ple. May's
inventions. There are many olthers as
letters to the patent office bear wit-
ness. Whether all ure successful can-
nol yet be asceriained. Tha war office,
nceording to Pie. May, simply nccepts
pluns and that s all there is to it. The
Invention may be manufaclured und b
may not. One does nol obilaln remun-
cratlon untll after the war, when a
fund of approximately $256,000.000
which has been sel aslde will be dls
ursed.
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