
 

 

 

 

In early November 1917, local soldiers at-

tached to the Divisional Signal Corps train-

ing in Ottawa, returned to the Twin Cities on 

a short leave.  After this leave the unit would 

return to Ottawa before mobilizing overseas. 

It was speculated that some in the unit would 

be used as reinforcements to other estab-

lished regiments such as Princess Patricia's 

Canadian Light Infantry. 

 

Lieut. J.P. (John Patrick) Mooney, former 

Mayor of Port Arthur, in command of local 

recruitment for the No.10 Railway Construc-

tion Corps left the Lakehead with his men in 

November.  Mooney and the 100 soldiers, 

many of which were recruited in Fort Wil-

liam and Port Arthur, marched down the 

main streets of Port Arthur to the cheers and 

goodbyes of numerous citizens before em-

barking on their journey overseas. 

Near the end of November a special train consisting of 100 soldiers arrived in Port Arthur to be billeted 

at the Port Arthur Armoury.  Major Harry Ruttan of Port Arthur was placed in command of the unit.  Ma-

jor Ruttan's post on the Port Arthur Exemption Tribunal was then replaced by Mr. W. Hoskins Sara. 

 

Also of note, recruitment continued throughout the month of November in the Lakehead for the Royal 

Naval Air Service. 
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