
 

 

The cities of Fort William and Port Arthur were very active during 

the month of December 1917 in terms of local military action.  Re-

cruitment continued in the Lakehead for the Royal Flying Corps with 

Lieut. A. MacNamara, head of the flying division, recruiting out of 

the Fort William Mayor's office. Early in December, the military unit 

was seeking pilots. However, by mid December, men skilled in other 

professions such as sailmakers, shoemakers, coppersmiths, tinsmiths 

and cooks were sought out to join the corps. 

 

The Fort William Daily Times published the names of men from the 

Thunder Bay District and surrounding area who had recently joined 

the Signalling Corps. These soldiers had recently left the Lakehead 

for Ottawa to train for service. 

 

Major J.A. Hawker, Canadian Engineers, traveled to Port Arthur to 

inspect the upper section of the old Port Arthur News Chronicle 

building. Once inspected and satisfied, the section would be turned 

into a shooting gallery for training. 

 

It was previously reported in local newspapers that the Port Arthur 

Armouries would be the quarters for 100 soldiers from the 1st Mani-

toba Depot Battalion.  50 soldiers were granted leave to return to 

Winnipeg for the Christmas holidays. Once these men returned, the 

remaining 50 men would be given leave for the New Year's holidays. 

Articles: Fort William Daily Times Journal December 3, 1917 ; December 6, 1917 ; December 15, 1917 


