LIEUT.W. DOUGALL
N KING S PRESENCE

Port Arthur Officer Writes of
- Day He Was Decorated
by Monarch

Ina letderdated Pelirnary 12, Licut.
W. Dougall, formerly on the roport-
orial staff of the Daily News, gives
an interesting accounm of the core-
mony it Buckingham Malace when he
wis decaratsd by King George with
the milizary cross for valor on the
field. Hig lerter reads in pant s

“1 was invesied hy the King last
Monduy, o very impressive ceremony, |
in which 1 never thought 1 would par-
ticipate, As there were a large num-
ber of ofticers, mostly English, the
addition of myself and two other Can-
adians, one New Zealander, and one
Australian, gave a somewhat cosme-
polian air to the scene,

e investment ook place at Duck-
ingham Palace, a beautiful building
of Elizabethan architecture, standing
well out at the head of the broad Pall |
Mall, which runs from the palace to
the Strand, Inside the palace a bat-
talion of ‘flunkeys' rushed hither and
thither walting upon the large num-
ber of officers to be decorated.  The
wails of the halls were draped with
pink crepe de chene while open cab-
Incts placod indiseriminately contain-
el lovely samples of products from
Derby and Waorcesiers china potterices,
The foor was clegantly earpeted with
gongy Turkish ware, while the illnm-
inations cousigwed of hundreds of el-
eetrie’ candles  hang  in sparkling
ervstal ehandeliers,

~ Whiter Than ‘Snow

“The marble staircase, bulwarkedd
hv - porpendicular  clectrie  standards,
wits, in my estimation, whiter than the
snow omtgide, The upper hall was de-
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corited in the saome manner as the
lower except that beautiful works of
ar. took the place of the pink drap-

nature, such as the fagous garden
party at Duckingham Palace in the
reign of Queen  Vietoria, and the
crowning of several Dritish sover-
eigns. The flunkeys, bedecked in glow-
ing colors sprinkied with gold braid
which imparted a dazzling eflect in
comparison with the stolid khaki-of
the officers who passed by en route
to shake hands with the King of Bri-
tain, Their coats and blue breeches
and white stockings reminded me of
thee old uniforms=-of the Ninery-Sixth
regiment. . -

Tof which

“The waiting roam (oo which we wera
ledd was entirely dilferent w thi other
rooms  except for the cahiners
chinaware amnd hige glistenine chan-
delfers and the works of art,  The
pink drapervies had given way 1o o

| beautitul green and gold Hower ome-

bossed wall-paper, while the lounges,
chalrs, ¢te,, woere upho)stersd in erim-
son leather.  There were two large

"open marble fireplaces in the room on

the ‘mantelpicces of which ticked two
old fashioned clocks which, I am sure,
were of great intrinsic value, The
windows of this room, which were

tobloug in shape, were ol the French

stvle, and when open led into a snow
covered balcony, one of the ornaments
‘as an uncexploded German
home by

shell, a souvenir brought

'His Muajesty {rom his recent tour . of

the French front, preswmmably,

“The next room we woere ushoered
into was the room next to the one in
which the King was decorating. ‘T'he
upholstering and decorations of this
room were exactly similar to the room

being that the mamber of pictures on
thie wall was less, the vacant places
heing taken by lurge mirrorg, my van-
ity not allowing mie (o pass these by
without fira! seeing that my clothing
wied just as immaeculate as when 1
first gntered the place, ; |
“My name was called and -1 entered
the room 1o be décorated by the King.

sabd he was very pleased fo give me
the milizary - cross. 1 bhowed profusely,
thanked him, and retired from the
room, The King was attired in <the
uniform of o Field Marshal and the
Duke of Conpaught stoad hehind him,"”

peries o regular  intervals on both
| wides of the hall, The paintings wore,
for the most part, of an ancestral

wee had just left, the only difference

of !

After pinning the eross o my tunie, |
Ilis Majesty shook hands with me and
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LIEUT. WILLIAM DOUGALL

Although Major Crozier aml Cuapt.
Knobel were mentioned in despatehes
for (-.xlmulell periods of valunble ser-
viee and Flight Sub Licutenant Mot-
ter wad decorated by the French, the
only officer of any of the overseas for-
cog from Port Arthur to win a decori-
tion for conspicuous gyllantry in action
s0 far has been Lieutenant Willinm
Dougall, who left with the battalion
organized by Lieutenani-Colonel Huay.
Before enlisting Lieutenant  Dougall
was a reporter on the Daily News and
was quite well known in the city as
an energetic news gatherer and fluent
writer, His previous newspaper ex-
perience was in his home town ol
Aberdeen, Scotland. Licutenant Dou-
gall won his decoration, the military
cross, by his daring and brilliant exe-
cutive in leading a raid last June, Sub-
sequently he was returned to England
suffering from rheumatism  and has
been there since. Heo is now attached
to # reserve battalion for instruction
duty but it is doubtful, on account of
his ailment, whether he will be able
to Teturn to the fifing line.
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