3 it
n<and d f the B 1)
king party, in charge of a sot
rt'to _engineers whe )
Pﬁﬂ- proa he officef in
(this was the working party from the
eing infdrmed that it was e stated th
the :&‘ i to the pldce fhat was undergoing repairs:
in order, the Lientenant told him to procéet andufgllon
iind him with his men. The Sapper led them away from our
pattion-of the trenches and-then stepped out into No-Man's Land;
~Wilking. directly. towards the /German_trenches. Of coursc i
Suppicion of the officer was.irfstantly aroused, and he halted hi
men and demanded the name atid anit of the giide. The latter said
name. was Sapper Silly(of the Ganadian Enginee: Although|
still il doubt, the man's Story that<hie had’ beeh sent t6 Tead- them
o
etting, seemed so naturak that the Lieutenant decided ‘to follow on
alittle farther, and it was not until he saw some f;fwﬁx resembling
rmans looming up in the dusky gloom ahéad, that his suspicions,
ere/ confirmed, and realizing that he had been led into a trap, he
timedately- gave the wrder to abont turn and, fork every man, tq
make his way hack on his own ‘as best hecouldy “During the eon:
-fusion, the, German who had:so nearly succrededin’ tricking him
escaped, and for days’ to come, Sapper Silly, 6f the Canadian En-
fincers, was a sore topic to this gutileless subalteny. This incident
anly. shows That coolness and nerye are ‘not chitracteri¥tics aver,
which the Canadians held an cxclusive monopoly, and the idea that
@l Germans are thick-headed and\spineless, so prevalenf amohg
many’of our unthinking people, is as absurd as’it is yntrue: It
is neither good spo: smanship jior sonned tattics! to underrate or
unilerestimaté the abilities and fighting qualities of one’s enemies,
v With the vomplétion df the task of re-consolidating the posi-
thans taken on the thieteentl) of Jung, all ranks thought that there
woull bé a respite from the heavy shell fire that Had been playing
§0 ihcessantly along onr_ front. - The Germans Aletided otherwise
Not a moment of the day” or night passed<but they hurled some
death-dealing” harbinger in our midst.  Altholigh, men were becom-
g accustomed to the continual shpiek of the high explosives, lh.
tremendous strain that had beefi-imposed upon theny in this, tl
irst big contact with“war in its cruellest aspect, w
{4IL upon them, and after thirty-one days of grappling with death
and hunger and filth and mug, and after enduring within the short
ipace of onc wonth the concentrated essence of a lifetime of sui-
ring and privation, the femnant of the Fifty-Second Battalion
left the line they had shed sa‘much blood to retain and went intoy
Billets on the 17th of June. < g i
Mothers, 1 wish you could hgve seen your boys that morning.
1t would_haye hrought an ache to your hearts, and tears 0 your,
eves. Dot it would have  broght something infinitely ‘greater,
mething 'Jn@rpn!ﬁmly'lmbhg‘ Your boys had overnight doffed
c/cartlesy Nabilifents of itfesponsible youtlii aud had donned the
arl prGyven anan| Theyhad been ttied: as by fire, and they
et wanting.  Troe, they:were dirtf, unkempt;
ey had grown in “uﬁ}h}{' there was a new
new purpose in their | i They had fought
) thehicefortly they ‘Bould 166k dut upon the!worll
e?ﬁ Al shoutders squared apd claim: the. recogni
hose Who Have “ought a g 4dnd keptabe
o8, matherz;m that moring” of June  t7th yéu “Had "lost y
I " irtgvacably, but the‘loss was pulyifransitional, as you had
ined “men” J. A A
EiaE ota light-hiearted bddy of men
”mxv .\T:Fny a cnm’r—.u!e'_vgn ying
s [groud: many were énduring’thé téftures of-hell back in'
stationd hehind the line; sone watikl mever be able to
, and many- had met the ‘mast dréaded/ disablemens 6
i blindness. Fortinately, the men. who held the rpifis ‘of
power had sufficient - vision 1o realize the “troops
Jhad undergone, and to take their minds off the hgrrors they had
scen and been subjected {o, they were sent to ong of the garden
spots of France, Steenvoorde, miles away from sight or saund of
the deadly Salient. Here the jangled nerves of all
chagee to calm down., Everything seemed so quife and ipeaceful,
that"it required a vivid stretch ‘of the imaginatiori to conjure ur
war's unlovely picture, Pretty little farms stretched | forth in all|
their fresh and wholesome lovliness. The skies seemed to exert
themselves in their endeavor 1o look their friendliest. Why is it
hat we_so seldom appreciate ‘the things of beauty that lie within
our grasp all through life, and only sigh and ache and long for tiiem
when they are denied us. Is it because man is born to cternal
discontent{ or is it a trait that we (le\"!lorhttlu.ly of our distorted
sense of the true value of things?  \Whatever the answer may be
these men who had always had sunfight and qiiet and green fields
within their reach, and who had in most cases ignored their bless.
mgs heretofore, now reached forth with eagerness and hunger for
the quiet friendliness of the country pastures. i
The two weeks spent in the beautiful )i(llt French community
gave all ranks a dew lease of life. * Men Telt rejuvenated, and
were again ready to fake up the uninterrupted course of conflict, |
Re-inforcements had been_received  from  England, and; Major
Thompson, who had been the first officer to-go on leave. Colonel
Tay having generously yielded his right 5. Commanding. Officer
to-the Major, now resumed command of the Dattalion from Major
. 0. Reid, who had taken charge aiter the death of Colonel Hay.
Shortly after coming out of the Ypres Salient, the famous au-
thor of “The Sky Pilot,” Majol Gordon, addressed llx; battaliok
on Church_Parade. He preached such™a 'sesmon as only a man
of his keen insight into life could preach, ant the value pf his words
was augmented by the fact that the men believeds hécause they
had scen him put into.action the ideals hg stood " for, and asked
them to accept as theirs. He had been a conistant visitor td- the
trenches, expgsed himsel to the same danget the rank and file were
exposed to, and had never failéd to make gllowance for the other
fellow's viewpbint of life.  And it is such -men as he, and the other
splendid men whd, in the name of the -Cross, which symbolizes 3
world's siffering and sacrifice, wound themselves round the heart-
strings of the hoys “aver there" by their absolitte nnselfishness and
Christian, _charity, that the reverence for the Church, which at times
has sufferodsbecause of its seeming indificrence to the vital issues
of life, has heen mairtained and stretgihened. And'if it oes not
savor too much of presumption, thewwritgr wouhlk::,ﬁ.u that the

hed

had been sent tq guid:
i Tois bebg]

vﬁu the

only way to ruc{: the majority of the men who lave pasked througly
their carthly Gethsemane is for the cler gy 10 adjust themselves to
the ‘mental outlook of the retwrned soldier and try to meet him
on the same basis that his chaplain met him in the field: on a basis
of mutudl u inding and réspect for each other's.convictions,
Although not altogether justified, the averagé soldier has feiterated
the proneness of ‘the average minial‘rm,bt narrow and_ intolerant,
and if the workarfed by the' Chaplains in the field is to be
“kept up; the ministers and the soldiers will have to get together,
and the first step must of necessity be taken by the former.

During this périod of ?Qt Major \V. T, Lawless, later kngwn
as Wild Bill, and one'of thé most popular and.well liked officerk of

50 siot, |
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Divisional Meef wn Dominion Day
Yy owing, although it did not edfry
et < The resulY of this, meet ae-mnmf-nm

1 developed as a wiole, insteatl of speetal-
1l or ev 5y "
Brought to a clode-one of the most &
talion had experiented, And althongh it
was with a tj ‘Tegfret that the m n%!’pnrcd to return to the
| A It % the respite-find granted to enable them
better 18 petform the work lyln‘a beforé them, The line ‘was taken

ih.the Hooge.Sector, slightly hack of the former trenchés, as,
the ffemfentoiis loss of libasin trying td hw the old trench_had
bmllfht}nbonl A decision 1o constrct a-1fne X little farther behind,

which was’less open to direct attack: 1 v I
Fine opportanities were now open o thie Scaut section to’ cakry
on ‘their interesting, if extremely hizardous work, “A detail nuder

ieifemant H. C. Fryer, popplarly known as Hal, who was' hetln

4 The’ ehrl, rt-of Jul
[P AOF e hods e e

ar Scont Officer, Started out Yo learn something of qﬁ activitiesal
A German patrol that-the Canadian' Mdiinted “Rifles Had 1 p?d‘ﬁ
off was operating in the vicipity of a nefghboring thicket. [neluded
in ‘the detail was™ Sergeant (Later Cdptain) John WS Strong, a
nachine, gurner and, geven goquts find hohbers, 2 ra
P i%;t N hq%‘ h, 1) .h*mon care and c; . theésparty
arrined i Sodlivithout havitig enconnte ything of a sus-
pici n . However, Lientenant Fryer wis tooygood a ‘soldier
408 Thtti o tild dry linnecessary chatices. P placed a_ifa-
hineigpnmidr swith s ToMIG. into a position covéring all thie apet
-émnn' in ot and ‘Cdmmanding. all ‘the approach®, with the rest
of the party covering the ﬁln{u in extended—ofder. Lientenint
‘Fryer tll certain that no Germans conld get throught withowt com-
ing inth contact with his harl)‘. and he was already speculating: as
to the mimber of prisoners he would march back to the liwes” Thé
ight- was unusually quiet, nothing but a liftle desultory riffe fire
going dn, iith an occasional flare muminalilui the shadowy night.
After waitingr what seemed. like an interminable period,, Liewtenant
Fryer decided to make a personal reconnaidsance ax far as the
ehemy's barbed wire enfanglements, but on mentioning the pro-
ject to Sérgeant Strong, theldtter insisted om actompanying his
officer. i .
* The two had barely gone a hundred yards from their position
when, thauks to a sudden !flare, and the carelessness of the party
which continned movihg, Fryer and his companion discovered the

thé machine gimner discovered the patrol. but dared not turn loose
for fear of hitting the two men who had just,eit. Hé kept the
enemy covered, but waited anxionsly for some sign from the two
scouts. The Germans suddemly veered back towards their own
Tines, ‘ad, otir bgys wete beginhing to fecl anxious over the fate
of Lieutenant Fryer and Sergenat Strong ‘Wien hél 'édard the
latter’s Avice ordering, in no uncértain ternts, thié patrol t6 surrender.
The'Germans musthave thongh that they Had syp jffto a whole rhidt
ing_party, for they imnvediately, tushed forscoven, and it/ was - hot
until thestwo reckless scontd made n° dash for"thelr v position
that Fritzie realized’ ¢ had bﬁtn tricked, and - a volley of sHots
was sent, after the two Canadians. - Licuténanr Fryer mwhga'n
the order for the machine gun 16 turn loose, ang for 3 fc\\~ mintites
hell was popping. The range was point blank. and even in the <
certain light it was hot very difficult to find the targef. The balariee
of our pdrty also opened up and a lively serenade was played -in
that particular pieccp‘q wooi. The stagedto reports of the machine
n and the rifle fire breaking out suddenly on the still night rouséd
e entire German line, and flares were sent up to locate the canse
f thecdisturbance.” A Targe party was despatched by the Germans
come to the assiftance of their small patrol, fid ™ the face of
rior reinforcement, Lieutenant Fryer decided it was tinie
to the tall timbers. ” As soon as he and his mep had re-
/the safety of dur lines, a deqdly stream of machine fuh
et€ was played along the whole area of the midnight endeuntét,
e folloving night the scouting party, revisited Al scene of the
previous evening’s action and retirned with some of the bodies a3
proof of their work, the.Commanding Officer hgying been undecided
as’to whether or fiot to accept Liettenant FryS's report on the ac-
tion with the enemy patrol. For their splendid rcsulg in this en
cunter Lieutenant Fryer was r ded for the Distingnish

Service Order and awardegl the Military Cross, Sergenat ‘Strong fe-
ing r ded for the Distinguished Cohduct Medal. _

One of the very important femtures of trench warfare, with its
ahsgnce of accprate information, was the institution of raiding ex-
peditions.  These served a double phrpose. 1f successfitl, and ity
nsnally were, they seriously impaired the morale of theé raided
trodps,“and if prisdners were wso captured, valuable information
'was obtained, both.as to the disposition of the enemy’s divisions
this ll)einl,z obtained by their distingtive markings or hatges an
Gther' facts, Brought. otit by: questidning the prisoncrs, | \Whilé e
International rules of warfarg! prohibit the forcing of information
other than their names and un’l"« from>prisoncrs, s a_usual thing
[many captured men are wilking, for the purpose of rectiving more
1avored treatment at the hands of their captors, to give information
above which they are actually compelled to impart, and the in-|
tuisitods of our Intelligence Department were so skillful in their
metiods of intesrogation, that-much valuable knowledge of the
enemy's movenfents, di itions and i i was obtained in
this manner. Consequently, during the early period of the Somme
drive, which was going on about this tifie, orders were received
to carry on raids as often as practicable, so as to harass the enemy
and” prevent him from_ sending any additional troops to augment
his forces on the Somme, as well as 10 leakn all about his disposi-
tions. > .

On one occasion a raiding party was organized under the com-
mand of Lientenant William Dougal, the Scout Officer, with Sor-
geant Strong 6 assist hii, The latter was.a particularly valuable
dnd efficient Nnu-com‘mip’oned Officer, being very dependable in
an emergency. A\*machine gunner, who later won his commisd
in the B ion, also ied the p ~herang, s had
been made for artillery support just priot to the actual attack.’ The
party wis particularly Imprﬂml/&lh the necessity of obtaining
some prisonérs 'if possible, ¢

he night was dark eno

W to insure the proper secrecy. and
about twelve o'cloek the y atepped ont into- the dpen and liegan
to make its way very capfiously fowarda the enemy’s line.. Whe
it arrived within sevenfy<five yards ‘of their trenches, the rty

i
e his

| With every forethought-and care, The enemy was kept constantly

German patrol sneaking toward the wood. » At the same time|!

er, Serg 6\"} s:rbn"lg it wo
rate a. way into

iﬁﬂedi}?,ﬁlé way' rdi\g" aid

He volunteered: this Sn owing Wi de-
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ifig ¢ is

the leutengnt told: him " ""S%,gpm !
)
e oty e

to

hddAvormed his wa: ugh the windi

ranee when lfe came ofit ‘into an openi
[ trhiting Mll.thl him: that this was too obviously‘n trap,~and he de-
Eidell to make hi ly{ back o ‘where he had left“the officer wWhen
HE discovefed'a’ Fritzie partly concealed ‘In"n pit a short_distaiice
away.' Whatever may havé beefi his feelings at the moment. he
didi't hesitate as to his course. He promptly covered the midight
prowler with his gun and gave him to understand by an \mmimio-
abl Jn that ‘iis presence was urgehtly reqnired elsewlitre, : In
WI the fact that Heiné had & companion in the pit, he sham-
but of the tiole with considerable speed, closely followed by’
teepish jon. Strong hed the two back towards s
Dotigal was almost jarted ot of his wits by
the sight of the two prim:ga crawling oit of the wire with' Strong
bringing up the rear, Realizing tha¢ too whuch ‘time had already
been spent in Tooking for an lopering and that it wonld be swicidal
o al pt the raid with the Germans fully prepared, Dougal wise-
ly decided fo return with the two prisoners. * The party had barely
started back when the Huns began t8 make ,:;?,i" lively, and in

the ensuing blnge. two of the/party weré serfously wounded.

{Although the primary object of the expedition had been to raid
the encmy trenéhes, Lieutenant Dn’lgnl took advantage of the op-
portunity’ to make a recopraissance that latar proved of considerable
value, I{_ﬂ for the-work performed that night hie was awarded the
Military Cro#s. Sergeant ‘Strong, who had a few days“hefore heen
| for the Distinguished ‘Conduct M. ollowing the
patrolling expedition’ winder Lieutenant Fryer, was again recont-
mended for the decoration, receiving the Military , Nedal
n.lllnn of his exceptional service on hoth occasions.
. The Dattalion, left the linc for a rest, billeting in Steeny
Rumors were floating :ﬁ%ml 10 the effect that a move would he

ire 1o be_sure that the
at there was no trap

party, and- Lientenant

thiade by the entire. Canglljan Corps from Flanders to the Somme.
and everyone made the most of the opportunitics far recreation
while in billets, as the reports that eame in from time to time indi-
cated that the fighting-6n the Somme was very severe. Although
it was preficted’ that the move“wonlil take place early in Augusy,

Were transferved \ta the new fightiiig area, >

Two more trips were mn‘nﬁ‘ into the line hefore the Fifty-Second
finally left the Salient that had’ thken such a_terrible wll in lives.
Another trip was made into Hill 6o, the Battalion taking over a
frontage that had formerly been held by an entire Brigade. Natural-
Iy “this entailed a greater” responsibility, bt the sitwation- was met

on the jump by!raidin parties, which were sent agginat him with
inereasihg frequency. _On the other hand he gave us a considerable
straffing with his heavy trench mortars, the concussion of these
projectiles inflicting severe casuadties among our men.  Our own
trench mortar battery, the Ninth, composed of details from each
of the fonr RBattalions in the Hrir:dc. came in for quite a consider-
able amontit of attention at his hands, and on onc occasion an en-
tire detdil was wiped out, the only uninjured person beinyg Corpofal
LeMoyne, of the Fifty-Second, althongh vone of the mortars were
lost. During these final tours in the line three of our most valuable
officers lost their lives in action, Captain A. L. Saunders, Lieutenany
A, N. P, Service, a brother of the celebrated Canadian writer, and

Lieatenant F, Hetherington, the latter two hnvi‘uz allen_victims

to the enemy’s sniping fire. ,
One of the few

8 1:’"{‘!!(1(‘55'"' raids attempted was 'made by
Lientenant Oxenltamiwith a party of scoms,: including Private Mil-
lar, who wrote a very interesting accopnt of this expedition in his
exceptionally fine' stary of the Fifty-Second "l;mm Thunder Day
Through \’prrsf\ The expedition wag ‘mdte in the nature of a
sconting rec iSsance yhan a raid, al gh the Battalion records
show it-as the latier. Reports had been recéiverd that a Germar
g;rly had 'been noticed of »evcril occasion8”in the yicinity ‘of the

¢nin Road, and Tje it Oxedham wds di 1 10 take a party
of Seottd and ascertdin the 'truth af the report and to obtain all pos-
{sible in. formation, with instfuétions to attack or not as the cir-
cumstances might warrant, Lietitenant Ox ‘fepdited -his in-
tended expedition to ‘Li¢utchant Burns-McKengie, . who was in
charge of the drench mortar battéry at a. point called the Culvert,
pvell in advance of our line, 5o/ that care might be taken that the
scouts were not fired upon. Farther along the Menin Road another
post was mtatned by a sgetion of bombers, this being onr most ad:

pught it would be advisahle for some:|.

rde.

the month was well advanced befdre the first hattalions bf the corps
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vanced position, and as there was little likelihood of encourftering
any of the enemy before passing this post, the party advanced along
the road rather carelessly, bclft\-ing they had not yet passed the
position. One of the men, who was fairly (amiliar with the location
of the advanced post suggested to the Non-commissioned Officer |
in_charge that he believed the point_had been passed but the Ser-
eant disagreed, and the advance was continued on his' recommen-
ation, Li Oxenl q ding almast entirely on the N.C.
O's. diseretion, having newly arrived in the Battalin and naturally
feeling that the Sergeant wotild be hetter informed.  After passing
a sudden tatn in the road, the party ran into & wire obstruction
placed ‘across it.  StillNbelieving they were in the security of their
own ground, the Officer and the two N.C.O'%: of the party passed
through the wire, going forward slowly, but still walking erect. The
iremainder of the party-had halted a shiogt-ilistance back, feeling sure
‘that they were running into a trap. Seecing the officer was intent
on going fotward, they' decided to catch up with him and warn
him that” they believed he was deliberately sacrificing himseli and
those with him. They had barely réached the, wire obstruction
wlien &c ('-tfmnh:, who had been lying low all the time waiting
for the party to whlk into the trap, opefied fire, seriously wounding
the Sctgeant ard ohe of the privates, Ligutenanf Oxenham receiving
a bullet in his arm, Had the Germans fiken advantage of the situ-
ation,” they could have eaptured tlte entirt detail, but the way the
fhree men had apenly penctrated (he wire led them to believe that
a large force was following them, so having inflicted all the damage
l[l‘ie conld, they turned and imade their way back to their own lines,
his gave our men a chance to return ta the post at the Culvert,
where ohe of the men soccumbed to hisswound. The other casual-
ties were sent back to the dressing station as soon as possible.
A¥fcw nights later another raid was made by a party wnder the
able leadership of Lieutenant Hal Fryer, who 'had distinguished
himsélf some timc_before. A preliminary ‘reconnaissince of the
position td be, attacked, Post 7 and 8, was successfuly garried ont
y Corporl Robert Murray Clark, \vm not only hrought back a
complete dnd accurate report of the ¥ntire lay of the ground, but
made various sugjzesfions' as to the method of the gttack which
proved of the utmost value to tflie Officer,in command. ¥le¢ also took

phrt in the raid the following’night. For his exceptional etolness,
courage and initiative he was awarded the Military Megal.

ith a party of forty‘six selected nien, Ligutenant Fryer again
out into No-Man's Land. to penetrate Fritzic's trench and
give Mm.a little taste of hell. The Germans must have done some
sconting of their own, for they evidently seemed to have beew wain-
ed of .imrndink raid. They withdreww from the advance
trenthes algl directed a galling fire on the advancing raiders, causin
some casuaties, Lieutenant Fryer kept plugging steadily on an
reached the line, only t6 find the trench deserted. He remained
there long endugh to get all the information available, and’ then
yi(hdfew his' foree wit only slight-casualties.” His action dgain

halted, just as our artiflery operiedup 2 llvel{ barrage for ahout
ten mvinutes.  \Rhen the caftain of fire lifted, the raiders weiit for-

barricade of wire, whichathe shiell fire had failed to dénfolish. [m-
mediate action was rifcessary, as with the lifting of the barrage; the

ward with a rusli; butfound, themselves blocked by a*thigkly woven Se

ht him-a for the award of The Distinguished
rvice Order, this, as in the case of Sergenat Strong, being, the
aecond, recommendation for Inondn|wvilhin the shor't spage o six

ph e

Germang would com out 6f their dugouts prepardd for
tack, Lietitenant Ddugal and Sergeant: Strong went forward irying
to lodate'n break in the wire entdnglemént, and after a few niintites’

the ‘Battalion, and Captain 1. T. Sherwood, organized a series of
sports that proved a vefy happy diversion. ! uTs avere trained|
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