. Corporal Matheson, was killed because he_failed 10 credit the Ger-

Out to- a mine crater,
itions in these minia-

, and the who was very familiar '.iﬁ the
and the poténtial gualities of the suj fire, wisely decid-
bordi valor 1o ds and t for shelter in a

¥ trench, taking it for granted that the Major would follow

On reaching the trench he found that the seeker of mili-
informmtion had failed to follow him, and likg the gallant
that the Colone] always was, he immclind_\-‘a the shelter
trench and retraced his steps in the hopes .of finding his
officer. After an extengled séarch bie found him sitting up
to his waist in water in a near by shell hole, He crawled in beside
higd, and as there was too nmuch light 40 fake 2 snccessiul attempt
to get back to their own trenches, the two officers semained in this
u fortable position all day, while the Battalion suffered con-
-mle uneasiness over the fate of the n who had won hjs

8.

4

1
-
*
was la

had been a very tr;
timsoas and nerve rackingsshell
irected toward our lines. battal

he Menin Road, for billets. LAter in the
A d-n"td clotbnzﬂn paid, gnd settled

's rest, without the "5:“" idea that they
ter into one of the most cial periods of the

Germass had an uncanny method of learning the
vital facts secrets of their opponents. Whether this was due,
10 the brilliant foresight of rhcirm. or to information. meivdT

s had

, via

from spies located in our midst, is hard to say, but on the occasion
of the third battle of Ypres, as well as on subsequent attacks that
proved very successful, they unerfingly launched the assault at the
weakest point of the line, i.e., the extended frontage that had been
gived over 1o the sand from Maple Copse through Hooge, in the
direction of Hill 60, and covering Sanctuary \\'?nd. and which was
now being held by our relievingbattalion, the 4th Canadian Mount-
eded Rifles. .

Fritzie's attack for a while was ifresistible. He broke through
the weak portian of the line, arid in behind the 4th C.M.R''s,
nd those who had-not beén killed or wounded by the terrific -

s of évery one of th? At .@ﬁl-ll the two
tged from their; fortab iti

y P and
“their way back to‘thdr own lines, but even here a tragedy
narrowly averted. when one of the sentries, who had not,
th some error been informed of the absence of the Colonel

jor, almost fired on them ds they came within Sight.
took _place, whet the men out that their
and, sound.

“he shbwed little
clfects fromethe days’ experience, the visiting officer’s nerves were
all'on edge, and shortly afterward he left the Battalion and return-
efito England with a knowledge of war and war conditions that
¢ been impossible for him to have acquired anywhere
the actual scene of operation, and | imagine if he is still
alive, and jJooks back to the time spent with Colomel Hay in hunt-
ing: for experience at Ypres, that a shiver of hapleasaniness runs
through him whenever hé thinks of that frightiul experience in the
<hiell hole out in No-man’s Land in April, 1916, o

* During this period also, a very popular Boy of “C" company,

man snipers with the intelligence that they really possessed. He
decided he would take a look at the surrounding country over lmhe

and al; be managed to get away with this stunt the
W. ﬁm 'J;{llu- oft ot the grond occasion,
o a sniper had spotted him and marked the position, so that when
liid head reappeared for a bare fraction of a second, a bullet found
lodging there, and another brave Canadian was added to the long
list of casualtiesthat was llginwing to pile itself up.

The Germaps actempted one attack &n a rather limited scale,
althdugh they put over a hgg‘_\ artillery ‘barrage to support it
The 58th and the 52nd were The objects of themgelves, and con-
siderable damage was done tb the trenches and a'few casualties oc-
cwred. The two battalions repelled the attack, and refused to, be
ousted from their trenches.

During May considerable preparations were made by the ene-
my for some big attack of which our General Headquarters were
cognizant, although they were not awafe of the exact datéwor nature
of the proposed attack. The Germans were busy running new saps

gward our trenches, running out at angles to the main from line
ich, and in their attack on the last of, May they used these saps

~f jumping off places after the tremendous artill®ry barrage had
opened up.. It was while these saps were being run out into

Man's Land that Colonel Hay expressed some uneasiness as

e natare and perpose of these engineefing projects and he
A » his fears to some of his officers. Lieut. Hatton, who
/ had’ been Signal Sergeant up to the time the Battalion arrived at
St, John, thought of a4 scheme that would give waming of any in-
tefided surprise by the Germans. His idea was to run a wire out]
nfd No-man's Land well - toward the enemy trenghes, and put a
s | recetver at the-end of itavith another one ifiside the trench,)
and he believed that_this would catch dpy unusval sounds and be
communicated to outines. In furth@ance of this project ,without
the Colonel’s consent, he went over’the 1op on his own, and made’
a secarmaisance in the open ground between the battalion front and
the enemy line.  He secuced the information he was after, and w:
well on his way back when, believing that he wag near enough to.
hiswwn trench to take a chance and make a daih for it, he start,
10 his feet when an enemy bullet struck him, killing hem instantly.
He was the first officer to be killed. in action and it made a very
vivid impression all those who had come 1o learn to admire}
and respect him. E-L Pringle, who saw bhim fall. asked for
mission ng over the top, in the face of a very heavy fire that was
heing played over the parapet by machine gunners, and ascertain
if lz was extinct, and I‘: bring back all papers that might be
on the ‘body. He crawled dver the parapet, and up 1o the motion-
less figure,dying out therg in the open, and baving assured him-
self "'\'::"" Hatton had crossed the Great) Divide, possessed
himself I hiz papess and safely crawled back to the erenches
For this action Lieut, Pringle was ianed in a dati
for some @ward, and although wb decoration was granted, to him
lies the distinction of having received the first official recommenda-
tiok for act of gallaniey performed. on the fidld. uring the
wﬂn‘»’?‘aﬂch—c wo positions, )hrk Creek and Hogge, were
L dat lor reward were

the~Colonel, in recognition for the many gallant deeds ac A
cihby the men. ‘Pre. Edwand Forest was recommended for recogni-

o toovs

perq despera

justly be pround, and who in turn reflected the 1 potenti-
alities of his virgin country.in n';‘w

that had opened up jist before the grand assault took [«
place, were taken prisoners. g’he.tencinlnd aroumd Maple C ‘
was Where before there had been a lovely wobd with

!
lying |y

trees from ten t0 fifteen feet apart, there was now wothing but a
mass of twisted and hroken stumps with degd and wound
all about. A red cross dressing station in the copse was com-

pletely demolished, a targe portion of the staff being killed or

The situation wag.a very. critical one, and the divisional com-
mander directed every possihle man to be rushed forward, not only
to stem the tide of the attack, but at the first opportanity, to re-
tialiate by counter-attacking. As asiveady statedy the battalion was
settling down to a week's inactivity, and even dispatched some men
on their first leave, when the order came for all ranks te stand to
in full marching order, ready to return to the support of the hard
pressed troops in the line :

The order 18 advance was ‘received about 500 p.m., and the
Battalion, fully eguipped for the field, was marched 1o a set of
trenches just to the rear of Ypres, under intense and incessant shell |,
fire. Casualties were occurring every moment. The transport
suffered very heavily. One shell exploding in the midst of a pla- |
toon, killed five and wounded seven. All felt considerably re-
lievgd When they reached the shelter of the trenches, where they
remained tif about 3 otlock on the morning oi the 3rd. Orders
were received to make an immediate forced march to Sanctuary
Wood, in which direction the Germans had broken through and
where a desperate defence was being made by the Canadians
To insure the greatest possible speed in reaching the wood,
the men were directed to throw off their heavy packs. The Bat-
talion rnchnthc China Wall, a IonF rampant about eight feet
high by three Teet wide, constructed of sand bags. This wall was
plainly visible by the abservers on the ridge occupied by the Ger-

ans, and was subjected 10 one of the most severe straffings that
g‘r“nr had yet put over. Men were falling right and left. Captain
Guild, fhe’adjutant, met the Battalion at this point and toght chacgde
of it, giving orders for the distributionvof the companies to coyer
Sanctuary Woed. Daylight was just breaking, and the men pres-
sed forward as rapidly as possible to get Into position, but the Yer
rific bombardment caught them before they had settled themselves,
and the inferno that broke loose, beggars any description th,
mere language cau express. Within less than fifty seconds, whi
“B" Company was deploying through the ground about. 100 yards
10 the right of the China Wall, almost thirty per cent. of the Bat-
talion wat wiped out, and the China Wall completely demolished
C” Company was just getling out of the Wall through a*communi
cation trench, where the concentrated fire enveloped it, and wiped
out the greater part of the company. Major Young; the company
commander, was struck by a shell while leading his men? and he
100, made the supreme sacrifice. (It would be impracticable 10
give the names of all the cysualties that occurred here, although
they will be added as an appendiy when this is published in book
form.) During this fighting the hardest blow of all struck the

hout the hottest part of the fight the Colghel's
re was seen moving from point 1o point, cheering | v
# man here, rallying him there, inspiring confidence wherever he | &
went, and imbuing all with the spirit of action wherever he, went.
Although various and conflictiog reports have been made as 10| &
" last s P-s 2

o -
went forwa officer of the famous [y,
ynit to permit'him to take over his position, and give the men of | &
the Princess Pats a rest. Whether or not he was successiul in his | &
est is mot known, but it is ed that on the way back
to rejoin his Battalion he was struck by a shell, as many another
poor lad has been, and into the great beyond without a
trace of his remains fi X
. There are some men of whom it is difficult {o say anything that
could add one iofa to the lustre of their characters and- their | Mh
achievements. He was one of the mgn of whom Canada will ever

:in-.lovurth in the Hooge trenches to and from
headguarters at “Hi ly House”, w heavy shell five, from
April 28 to May 2, and especially during’ the heavy
of Ir 30. Late in November, of the same year, he
the Military Medal. ok
There was ample unity= the individual, display ©
initiative, courage, and ntry in the days that foflowed, hegi
ing with the of May. The ing, assault 'of the
the battalion just completihg its tour of




